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PREFACE. 


"ori Dcovſ, wes nfo fete Engl 
| ing Diſcourſe, was to ſer before the Engliſh 
Reader 8 woſped? the Devotions, which the 
Church of Rome pays, and allows to be paid tothe Bleſſed 
Virgin, 4nd to give hin thereby an opportunity of judg- 
ing , Whether the R.. Catholicks do indeed no more, 
than pray to the Saints in Heaven , as they do to their 
Brethren upon earth, to pray for them in the Name, 
_—_ qo of Jeſus On: WNTLES 
is is the Summ of ti ( tes for Worſbippt 
of Saints, and whether in naloy & be ſo, or no, xn 
them, I leave the candid, and honeſt Reader, of what Re- 
lgion ſoever, to judg. They have no reaſon to be offended 
at me for my Undertaking : for if their Devotions to the 
Virgin be good, and Orthodox, I have aone them, and their 
Church no difhonour ; but if they. be not, however T have 
- them no wrong : for T have not ttnifrepreſented their 
rayers, and Fhymmns, and Antiphones, nor put any falſe 
Colurs upon ” 2 of them, but hive felred rd 9 
they are in themſehves, and treated thoſe that uſe thew 
without any provoking or reproachful La wa ; and * 
perbaps many, that at firi# ſight cannot red a offenſive 
Devotions without Indignation, will think I have treated 
the Virgins Votaries #00 gently, and ſaid rather tos litele, 
than t00 "Or dd | ia 
But what m s juſtly move their Paſſions, wi 
wot move my DI : ed to read the Latin Offices, 
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THE PREFACE 

other allowed Books of Devotion among thoſe of the 

We. Communion, "1 think fit alſo to OE the 

Reader, that I could have proved from their moſt Authen- 

tick Prayers to other Saints, 4s well, as to the Virgin, 

| that they. do more, than deſire the Saints to pray for 

Hymn. nears EeD,) as ſick men deſire the prayers of the Cangre- 

Paſtor Petre. in gatIOn, 45 any indifferent gue will be ſatisfied they, do, 
7M 


2 Jar. a if he pleaſe to conſult the Hymns and Prayers cited in the 


bi. Hymn. fAArgUN. 
Tu natale ſolum” ; 5 "i 
protege. Brev. Rgm. in Feſto S. Martinz. Antiph. Michael Archangele veni in adjutorium po- 
pulo Dei. Brev. Rom. in Feſt. $. Mich. Hymn: Ut queant [axi3. Brev, Rom: in Nar. S. }; Bape. 
Hymn. Egregie Doflor Paule. Br, Rom. Die 29, [an - Orat. ,Devs cajus dexter; Br, Rom. D. 
6. Jul. Orat. Omnipotens, & miſericors Deus. Br. Rom. D. 14. Jul. Hymn. Regis ſuperni 
nuntia. Brev. Rom. in Feſto $. Tireſiz. Hymn. Placare Chriſte Servulis. Br. Rom in Feſto 
omnium Sanftor. Er Orat. ſempiterne Deus. ibid. Et Hymn, Salutis eterne dator: ibid. in 
tert. NoRturn. Orat. Sacrificium noſtrum. Miſſal, in Feſt. | | 


Since I finiſhed this Diſcourſe, I met mith another 
Hymn made of the Te Deum, to the Bleſſed Virgin, 
which is a more exatt Tranſproſal of it, than that I have 
cited out of Cardinal Bonaventure. 
F ſhall here ſet it down,' almoſt verbatim, as 1 find it 
L _—— tranſlated in a little * Book Printed at Oxford, 1678. 
el Holy . 4 We praiſe thee, O Mary: we acknowledge thee to 
ther Pope Tnno- be the Lady. All the earth doth worſhip thee : the 
cent Xl. &% Mother of the everlaſting God. To thee all Angels 
cry aloud : the Heavens and all the powers therein. 
To thee Cherubim_and Sgraphim: : continually: do 
cry: Holy, venerable, wonderful : Mother of the 
Lord God of Sabbaoth. Heaven, and earth are full : 
of the fruitfulneſs of thy Virginity. The glorious 
—_— of the Apoſtles : praiſe thee. The goodly 
number of the Prophets : praiſe thee: The holy, Chureh 
throughout the world : doth acknowledge thee. The 
Mother : of infinite Majeſty. - 'Thine honourable, 
true : and only Son. . Conceived by the Holy Ghoſt : 
the Comforter. , Thou. art the Queen of Glory : O 


Mary. 
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Mzry. Thow art the true. Mother :: of the Son of the. 
Everlaſting Father: '' When he took upon_ him to de-. 
liver man-: thou didſt afford. him thy Virgin-womb. 
Thy Seed having overcome the ſharpneſs of death : 
the Kingdom of Heaven is open to all believers, Thou 
ſitteſt atthe right hand of thy Son: in the glory of the. 
Mother. We believe, that thou ſhalt come : with thy 
Son the Judge. We therefore pray thee help thy Vo- 
taries : whom thy Son hath redeemed with the pre- 
cious blood he had from thee. Make them to be num- 
bred with the Saints'of God: in eternal glory. O La- 
dy ſave thy. people, and bleſs thy Sons inheritance. 
Day by day : we magnifie thee. And we worſhip 
thy name : ever world without end. Vouchſafe, 0 
Lady : to keep us this:day without ſin. O Lady, have 
mercy upon us: have, mercy upon us. O Laay, let 
thy mercy lighten upon us : as our truſt is in thee. O 
Mary, in thee have 1 truſted after God : let me never 
be eonfounded, 


. The Publiſher of the forecited Book took the Original of 
this Hymn, out of a book writtss by Melchior Incho- 
fer a Jeſuit, which that Father ſaith was ſent to the 
Meſſeneſes by the Bleſſed Virgin, and he thinks it was 
the ſame Office, or not much aiffering from that , which 
Pope Paul the Fifth approved, and which the preſent 
Pope hath prohibited, and ſuppreſſed by a Decree. But 
' whether it was the very ſame, or only of the ſame, or like 
nature, the Pope's decree is worthy of his holy Charatter, 
and I wiſh for his honour he had prohibited it as Impious, 
or Blaſphemons, or Idolatrous, or contrary to the word of 
God, However the bare prohibition of it ought to be 
acknowledged for a good work, and I beſeech Almighty God 
to pour out the Spirit of Reforming more and more upon 
the Biſbop, and Clergy of the Roman Church, that in- 
ſtead of Expounding , Palliating , and Excuſing , they 

may 
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& boes in darneſt to R aud amend 
SY neſt 10 Refarm, = __ 
” 


whatever # amiſt, that fo the Church, | 
ſperſed over the Univerſal World , be reitored 
rhe truly Ancient, Catholick, and olical Doftriwe, 
Worſhip, and Diſcipline, and become owe undivided (& 


tholick Communion, through Jelus Chriſt our Lord. 
AMEN. 


4 od 1 
ll. 


Speculum Beacz V irginis, 


S. Luxz i. 28. 


a & end .the Angel came in unto Her, and ſaid, Hail, thou 


that art highly favoured, the Lord is with Thee, 
Bleſſed art thou among Women. 


HE words of my Text are the Salutation of 
the Angel Gabriel, unto the Virgin Mary, 
when he came to tell her, -that God had cho- 
fen her to be the Mother of the Meſias. And 
that they are words of pure Salutation, and ' 
not of Devotion, is evident from the word 
Xzies, Hail, which is a'form of Saluting, as may be ſeen in 
thoſe two mock-falutations of our Lord, xaipe 'Pab#}, Xaige © 
Baoiaeds, Hail, Maſter, Hail King of the Zews;z as likewiſe 
from the uſe of the Original word, in As 15. 23. where it is 
faid, that rhe Apoſtles and Elders wrote Letters, and ſent greet- 

ing tothe Brethren, in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia, 
t is alſo evident that thefe are words of mere Salutation, 
from what the Evangeliſt ſaith in thenext Verſe, that upon 
hearing of them ſhe was troubled at his ſaying. and caſt. in her 
mind, what manner of SALUTATION this ſbovld be. It 
feemed' ſtrange to her, that an Angel ſhould appear to; ber 
in an Age, when Viſions and Apparitions were. grown ſo rare, 
and that fhe ſhould -be accoſted 'by him with a joyful, and 
gracious Salotation, which was ſo much above. the ;hamble 
opinion ſhehad of her ſelf. Her modeſty-encreaſed her won- 
der, and in a mixture of fear and ſirprize-together, ſhe be- 
n to'think within her ſelf, what the- meaning of the Saluta- 
on might 'be, whither it would tend,. and what the Angel 
had'to Fay unto her. 'She was very folicitons'betwixt hope 
and'fear, toknow what meſſage he had. to-detiver, after his 
kind Salutation, 'and.while ſhewas -muling what is might be, 
he {aid unto her, Fear nee, Mary, for thou haſt found favonr a 


Speculum Beat# Varginis. 

God, and Try thou ger in and bring forh 
| @ Sox, aud ſhalr. cal bis name Jeſus; He od fre, 
he tallza*rhe Son of the Hi Bt | bd o 
bim the Throne of bis F _ re wa he Reign the 
houſe of David-for of bis Kingdom there ſhall ve no end. 

Tk are the words of the pr ma aprons or-Meſlage of the 
Angel, but1 ſhall keep ſtri&tly to the words of his Salutation. 
And in treating of them I ſhall ſhew, | 

1. That there is nothing in their ſignification ſo peculiar to 
the B. Virgin, but that they might have been uſed by the An- 
gel, in ſaluting any other Righteous and Holy perſon. ' 

2. That the B. Virgin, to whom the Angel ſpake then was 


a very Holy perſon. 
3. That ſhe ought to be honoured, and celebrated, and 


po for her great Holineſs, and for being choſen to be the 


other of God. - 5 | 
4. That in honouring her we mult take care that we do not 


honour her too much, or expreſs the honour we have for her 
in ſuch a manner, as is not competible to'a Creature. 


1. Firſt then I ſhall ſhew;, that the words of the Salutation 


have _—_— peculiar in; their ſignification, but that they 


might have been uſed by the Angel in ſaluting any other Righ- 


teous perſon, ? 
To begin with the Original word xaizs, which we render - 


Hail, and the Vulgar Latin Ave, it was asI havealready ſhewn, 
a common form of Saluting among the Jews; and it farther 
appears to have been ſo from the ſecond Epiſtle of $. Fobn, ver. 
10, 11, where the Apoſtle forbidding to ſalute any man that 
denieth Chriſt to be come in the Fleſh, ſaith, x4 xaigw vip 
. # aiy4)e, ſay not Hail unto him ; nec ave dixerits, faith the 
Vulgar Tranſlation, bid him not God ſpeed}, 8 38 aiyay ally xaige, 
gui enim dicit illi Ave, for he that faith Hail unto him, or be 
that biddeth him God ſpeed, is partaker of bis evil deeds. 

Thus God,and Angels, when they ſpeak with men, uſe the 
Phraſes, and ſpeak with the tongnes of men. And fo for 
that expreſſion, The Lord is with thee, or as it might be ren- 
dred, the Lord be with thee, it is the very form of ſpeech in 
Which Boaz ſaluted the Reapers, Ruth 2. 4. And Boaz came 
from Bethlehem, and [aid imto the Reapers, The Lord be-with 
you, ayd they anſwer: him, The L {biefe thee, 


| And 


Speculum” Beate Virginis 

"And fo for that Phrafe tunogmpuiry ov © yorartty, bleſſed art 

thou, or bleſſed be thou, amons women, we have the very ſame 
form of ſpeech in Fudges 5. 24. cwwnoyulleln © yurartty Taba, 
_ be Jael among women, the wife of Heber, bleſſed ſhall ſhe 
be above women in the Tent. So Boaz, faid unto Ruth, Ruth 3. 
10. waoynuiry ov my Kveim ©53 Fd yaleg, Bleſſed be thou of the 
Lord my Daughter. And fo 1 Sam. 25. 33. faith David unto 
Abigal, tnoynuin ov, bleſſed art thou which haſt kept me from 
ſhedding of blond. "And fo ſaid Elizabeth unto-the B. Virgin, 
ver. 42 of this Chapter, Wwazynuirny ov tu yuracti, bleſſed art, 
or bleſſed be thou among women, and bleſſed is, or bleſſed be the 
fruit of thy womb. , 

From all which I think it is plain, that all theſe expreſſions, 
Hail, The Lord is with thee, and Bleſſed art thou amongſt wo- 
men, are not- peculiar, but common forms of ſpeech, which 
were uſed in common converſation among the Jews. 

And then for that word x:yae/J»uin, thou that art bighly 
favoured, the Verb from whence this Participle doth come, 
is uſed by S: Paul, Eph. 1.6. where it is written, ro the praiſe 
and glory of his grace, wherein ixaeirwrey $uas, he bath made 
ws accepted in the beloved. The Vulgar Latin hath it, in qua 
gratificavit nos, wherein he hath made us accepted. And ac- 
cordingly Theophylatt ſaith, that x«yaeouirn in my Text, is 
explained by that expreſſion, ver. 10. «9ges 38 yolew muy md 
©, thou baſt found favour with'God, or thou haſt obtained 
favour of God. Now in this ſenſe of the word, as it ſignifies 
favoured, or accepted, S. Paul doth in effect ſay, in the fore- 
cited place, that every true and faithful Believer is zexee/«- 
wir, favoured and accepted by God, or dear and acceptable 
to him in Chriſt. And this obſervation concerning the dear- 
neſs, and acceptableneſs of all true Believers unto God, is very 
agreeable to what our Lord replied to him who told him, 
that his Mother and his Brethren ſtood without, deſiring to 
ſpeak with him. Our Saviour faith unto him, Who « my 1Mo- 
ther, and who are my Brethren ? And then ſtretching forth his 
hands towards his Diſciples, he ſaid, Behold my Mother and 
my Brethren, for whoſoever ſhall do the will of my Father which © 
in Heaven, (the ſame is bighly fayoured) the ſame is my Bro- 
ther, and Siſter, and Mother. 

Wherefore there is nothing in this ſignification' of x«x«e-- 
Teuby, that might hinder an Angel from uſing ir in ſaluting 

any true Diſciple of Chriſt ; eſpecially if he were ſent to _ 
B 1M 


" Specnlum Beate Virginis, 
him notice of ſome particular fayour, that God intended to- 
beſtow upon him ; upon the ſpecial account whereof he might 


be ſaid to bave found favour with God. Thus Noah was reye- 
erouiyOr, as we read Gen. 6.8. He aboveall mankind ſound 


grace, or favour, in the eyes of the Lord, when he reſolved to 


deſtroy the world. It is in the Greek Tranſlation, Ns, 5 
«ee xdev, Which is the yery Phraſe that-Gabriel uſed to the 
Virgin, ver. 30. for thou haſt found favour with God. So 
Abraham was x«yae/}ouiyG, or highly 'favoured of God, be- 
cauſe he of all mankind was choſen to be the Father of the 
faithful, and was called the Friend of God. So Lot was x- 
x2e/oul@ , or highly fayoured, becauſe God only ſpared 
him and hi when he deſtroyed Sodom; and therefore faith 
he unto God, in this very phraſe which Gabriel uſed unto the 
B. Virgin, Behold thy ſervant bath found grace in thy ſight, 
Gen. 19. 19. So alſo Moſes was xexa&lepir@ , becauſe he 
of all the Hebrews was choſen to be the Deliverer of. /rael, and 
the Mediator of the Old Teſtament, and had the ſpecial pri- 
viledge of ſpeaking to God, as.a man doth to his friend face 
to face. Upon which account he ſaid unto him in this very 
Phraſe in which his Angel ſpake unto the B. Virgin ; 1 know 
thee by Name, and thou haſt found grace in my ſight, Gen. 33. 
12, 17. 

The like might be ſaid of many other Saints, as well as of 
the B. Virgin ; and accordingly S. Paul, who of a Perſecutor 
of the Church, had the honour to be choſen the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, faid 1 Cor. 15. 10. by the grace, or fayour of God, I am 
that I am. And therefore the title of z:yeeilopiry, thou that 
art highly favoured, as it is explained by «vgs your, baſt 
found or obtained favour , hath nothing in its ſignification fo 
ſingular to the B. Virgin, but that it may be applied to any - 
other Saint, who hath received any ſpecial favour; or honour 
from God. 

But then there is another acceptation of «:yeelowirn, as the 
Verb yae7&« comes from xees, in that ſignification wherein 
it is taken for Vertue or Grace; and in this ſenſe it may be 
rendred, thou that art very gracious. And (o it is rendred by 
the. Vulgar Latin, Ave gratia plena, Hail thou that art full of 
grace, or vertue. And in this ſignification alſo there is nothing 
peculiar, and ſingular in it, but what in equivalent terms hath 
been ſpoken of other Saints, as well as of the B. Virgin. 

Thus it was faid of Noah, that he was a juſt man, and perfett 
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Speculum Beate Virginis. 
in his generation, Gen. 6. 9, And when God called him ints 
the Ark, he faid unto him, Come thou and all thy houſe into the 
Ark, for thee have 1 ſeen righteous before me in this generation, 
I ſuppoſe if the Angel had faid to the B Virgin, Hail thou 
that art righteous before God, and perfett in thy generation, it 
would have been every jot as Emphatical, as to ſay, Ave gra- 
tia plena, Hail thou that art full of grace, and as good an Ar- 
gument to the full, to prove that ſhe was free from ſin. So 
the Lord himſelf gave this teſtimony of Job, chap. 2, 3. That he 
was 4 perfeft, and an upright man, one that feared God, and eſ- 
chewed evil, and that there was none like him in the Earth ; 
which, conſidering who it was that ſpake it, I think implies 
as much innocence, and perfeCtion, as Ave gratia plena, out 
of the mouth of an Angel, Hail thou that art very gracious, 
or thou that art full of Grace. So it is ſaid of :Zacharzas, and 
Elizabeth, that they were both righteous before God, walking in 
\all the Commandments, and Ordinances of the Lord blameleſs, ver, 
6, of this Chapter. So when our Lord ſaw Nathanael coming 
to him, he ſaid, Behold an 1Iſraclite indeed, in whom i no guile, 
And this very Angel, that ſaid unto the Virgin, Ave gratid 
plena, gave this CharaCtter of Fobn the Baptiſt, that be ſhould be 
great in the ſight of the Lord, and be filled with the Holy Ghoſt 
. from his Mothers womb, Ver. 15. $0 it is written of the Holy 
Martyr Stephen, that he was full of Faith, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
As 6. 5. which I think is a Phraſe of as much importance as 
to be full of grace ;, and might juſtifie the ſpeaking as high 
things of theſe Saints; 'as in reaſon can be ſaid of the B. YVirgm, 
to whom the Angel ſaid in common terms of Salutation among 
the Fews, Hail, thou that art highly favoured, or full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee, Bleſſed art thon among ſt women. 

Having now ſhewed that there is nothing fo peculiar in the 
AngePs Salutation but that he might have faid the ſame to any 
other righteous perſon, 1 proceed to ſhew, 

2. That the B. Virgin whom he Saluted in the foregoing 
words, was a very holy perſon ; as may be ſhewn Firſt in ge- 
neral : and Secondly in particular, from the Hiſtory of the 
Annunciation, as it 15 ſet forth in this Chapter. 

1. Firſt then, it may be ſhewed in general, that ſhe was a 
very holy perſon from the word z«2e//ouiry, whether it be 
rendred, Thox that art highly favonred, or T how that art fall of 

ace. It is not to be imagined, that an Angel ſhould be ſent 


hem God, to give ſuch a Title to apy man or woman, bur 
B 2 who 


Speculum Beate Virginis 
who was a Saint of the firſt rank. Butit is much more evident 
that ſhe was ſuch an one from the matter of his Meſſage, or 
Annunciation, which was to tell her, that ſhe ſhould conceive 
and bring forth Feſus the Saviour of the World; and that the 
Holy Ghoſt to that end ſhould come upon her, and the pow- 
er of the Higheſt oyerſhadow her ; and that the Holy Child 
which ſhould be born of her, ſhould be the Son of God. 
Certainly the Holy Ghoſt would-come upon none but a pure 
Saint ; he that affefts the Symbols of Innocence, and Purity, 
in all his appearances, and cannot enter into a malicious Soul, 
nor dwell in the Body that is ſubject unto ſin, would not have 
come in that manner and for that mighty purpoſe, upon any 
Davghter of Adam, but who had cleanſed her ſelf from all 
filthineſs of Fleſh, and Spirit, and perfected holineſs in the 
fear of God. Nay, God the Father, who was to prepare a 
Body for his Eternal Son, as it is written, 4 Body haſt thou 
prepared me, would not form it of the ſubſtance of a ſinful 
Woman, but his own eſſential Holineſs, as wellas the myſte- 
rious decency of the Diſpenſation would prompt him to form 
it of the ſubſtance of one, that like the Kings Daughter in the 
Pſalm, was all glorious within, and a pure and ſpotleſs Vir- 
gin, both in Body and Mind. We may be alſo aſſured from 
the holineſs of God the Son, the Eternal Word of the Fa- 
ther, that he would not take upon him the Seed of Abraham, 
but of one of the genuine Daughters of Abraham; nor deign . 
to be conceived in the Womb of any Woman, bur of ſuch an 
one, who wasa Veſſel of Honour, in whom the Spirit of God 
did dwell, and whoſe very Body was the Temple of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

She that was, the Mother of God could not but be a very 
ood Woman ; She that conceived, and bare, and brought 
orth the Holy Child Fe/xs, the Virgin Mother of Immanzel, 

of whom the Prophet wrote as he was inſpired, ſurely muſt 
have been pure, as he was pure, and holy, as he was holy. 

For to uſe the Apoſtle*s Phraſe in another ſence, the fulneſs 
of the Godhead could not dwell bodily in a wicked woman 
nor could ſhe be deceived and led away by the Serpznt, whoſe 
Seed was to bruiſe the Serpent?s head. 

Nay to be choſen for the Mother of God, was the greateſt 
honour and favour that ever God conferred upon any humane 
creature. None of the ſpecial honours and favours that he did 
£0 any of the Saints before or ſince, are equivalent to the ho- 

nour 


would-not have done fo great an honour to any daughter 
Abraham, but to one who beſt deſeryed it, to one of the holi- 
eſt among the daughters of 1/rael, to the molt heavenly mind<- 
ed Virgin of the Tribe of Fudah; and the Royal houſe of 
David ;, who had no ſuperiour for holineſs upon earth. 

If we had no particular account of her graces, we might. 
rationally conclude all this of her from the hiſtory of our 
Lord's Incarnation; for nothing leſs than Superlative holi- 
nes could receivefucha Teſtimony of Divine honour from the 
Holy Trinity. She was as it were the Spouſe of God, Co- 
parent with him of the wonderful Immanuel, who was God 
and man, God of the ſubſtance of the Father, begotten be- 
fore the worlds, and Man of the ſubſtance of his Holy Mo- 
ther born in the world; perfect God and perfect Man, and yet 
not Two, but one Chriſt. | , 

2. But then in the Second place, we have a particular ac- 
count of many of thoſe eminent graces which adorned her, in 
the Annunciation of the Ange!, as it is related by S: Lake. 
As firſt of her Chaſtity, ſhe was a Virgin, ver. 27. one that 
knew not 4 man, ver. 34 

Such a pure Virgin as was foretold by the Prophet, who 
ſaid, « Virgin ſhall conceive a ſon, Iſa. 5. 14. a Virgin in mind 
as well as body, ſuch a Virgin as neyer looked upon a man to 
lut after him, an entire Virgin, who was all purity within 
as well as without, who never cheriſhed uncleanthoughts, nor 


let them grow into unchaſte deſires, but ſtifled the beginnings. 


of. Luſt in its firſt motions, keeping her Body as the SanCtuary 
or\holy place, and her Soul as the holie\t of holies, and her- 
ſelf fit both in Body and Soul, to be the habitation of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and a Tabernacle for the Son of God. Secondly, we 
have an account of her great Modeſty, and Humility, which 
put her into great diſorder at the falutation of the Angel, 
when ſhe ſaw him, ſhe ws troubled at his ſaying, and wondred 
what the meaning of his Salutation ſhould be. She had no- 
thing of the Phariſee in her, as doubtleſs many other Virgins 
had, who would upon ſuch an Addreſs have preſently con- 
cluded in favour of their holineſs, that it was .ſo great and 
eminent above the holineſs of other Virgins, that they de- 
ſerved that peculiar honour of God. Bur ſhe on the contrary 
was ſo very humble, that ſhe was all bluſh without, and con- 


fuſion. 
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nour of being the 24other of God, And therefore we may be. 
ſure that God, who ſaid, them that honour me l will _—_ 


Speculum Beate Virginis. 

Fofion within, at the appearance and complement of the An- 
gel. She wondred what ſhould move God to ſend one of the 
Seven Spirits that attend upon;his' Throne to viſit her. She 
wondred what ſhould incline him to honour her ſo much, and 
why the Angel ſhould ſpeak unto her, as unto an holy perſon, 
and the favorite of Heaven. She had a greater ſenſe of her 
humane -imperfeftions, and infirmitjes, than of her vertnes ; 
and inſo mean, and humble an opinion of herſelf could nor 
imagine, why ſhe ſhould be bleſſed and praiſed above thoſe of 
her own Sex. 

So alſo in her Magnificat , which ſhe delivered upon the 
Salutation of her Couſin Elizabeth, ſhe admires, and adores the 
infinite condeſcenſion of God to her low Eſtate. And truly the 
. ignal honour which God did her,in chuſing her for the Mother 
of his Son, is an argument according to the Scriptures, that ſhe 
was lowly in Mind, as well as low in Fortune. For God reſiſteth 
the proud, but W# giveth grace, ( which is an Hebrew phraſe for 
ſhewing favour) unto the /owly, ſaith Solomon, Prov. 3. 3.4. And 
ſaith the Prophet 1/arah,57 '15. Thus ſaith the high and lofty one, 
that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Holy , I dwell in the high 
and holy place, with him alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 
to revive the ſpirit of the bumbl?, and to revive the hearts of the 
contrite ones. And this being the uſual method of God's pro- 
ceeding with the Sons of Ven, we may conclude that the Vir- 
gin Mary was a very meek, and humble Maid, becaſue God ex- 
alted her aboye her fellows. , 

The Third eminent Grace which we find in the Bleſſed 
Virgin,was her Faith, which was every way,as great as that of 
the Father of the Faithful, who being not weak, in Faith, ſaith: 
the Apoſtle, Rom, 4. 17, &c. conſidered not his own body now dead, 
when he was about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadneſs 
of Sarahs womb, but againſt hope, believed in hope, that he might 
become the father of many nations, not ſtaggering at the promiſe of 
God, who can quicken the dead, and call thoſe things which be not, 
as though they were. In like manner the Bleſſed Virgin, after 
the Angel had told her, that the power of the Higheſt ſhould come 
4pon her, ſtaggered not at the Promiſe of God through un- 
belief, but was ſtrong in Faith, being fully perſwaded, that 
what he had promiſed, he wasable to perform. She knew that 
he who formed Adam of the ground, and Eve of one of the 
Ribs of Adam; was alſo able to form thebody of his Son of 
her Subſtance ; and therefore though ihe knew not a _ 

al 
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faid unto the Angel, Bebold, the bandmaid of the Lord, be it wn- 


to me according to thy word; ' She knew it was moſt reaſonable - 


toxely on the word of Omnipotence, and ellential truth, and 
if this She is commended above Zacharias, .who did not be- 
lieve the meſſage of the Angehwheo he told him that his Wife 
Elizabeth ſhould bear him a Son. He objected that he was an 
old man, and his wife well ſtricken in years, forgetting that 
Sarah her ſelf received ſtrength to conceive 1/aac, when ſhe 
was palt age ; and' therefore the | ord. ſtruck him with dumb- 
neſs, becauſe he believed not his words. 

But though we read of no ether Graces in her, yet we may 
be ſure ſhe had all the reſt, that could render her righteous 
and acceptable in the ſight of God. There mult needs have 


been a noble StruCture erected, upon ſuch a foundation of Hu- - 


mility, Purity, and Faith; where theſe led up the dance, we 
may be ſure the whole Chore of moral Virtues followed after. 
And therefore in the Third place, 


3. It is our duty, who have the benefit of her example; 


to honour,and celebrate her Name,and commemorate her Vir- 
tues, and ſet forth her praiſes, in whom there was a concur- 


rence of ſo many divine accompliſhments, ſucha ſtrong Faith, 


ſuch abaſing Humility,ſach pure Chaſtity, and all other Graces, 
in as much perfection, as was conſiſtent with humane frailty. 


So Divine, ſo Righteous a perſon ought to be had in ever- 


laſting remembrance, and bleſſed among Womenfrom generati- 


on to generation. We ought not to mention her name with-- 


out honour, her Name, which ought to be like precious oint- 


ment, whereſcever the Goſpel is preached, and written in the 


oipgeſf, and moſt conſpicuous charatters in the Diprychs of the 
urch. | 
- If the Names of other Saints are diſtinguiſhed with Minia- 
ture, Hers ought to ſhine with Gold. Eſpecially if we conſider 
that She, of all the Virgin-daughters of 7/reel, had the honour 
to be choſen by the Holy Trinity for the Mother of our Lord. 
What ſhall be done to the Woman, whom the King of Kings 
delighteth to honour ?- Certainly if we ſhould hold our peace, 
and refuſe to praiſe her among Women, the ſtones of the 
Church would cry out, the ftone ſhall cry. out of the wall, and the 
beam out of the timber ſhall anſwer it. If what the woman did, who 
poured forth a box of precious ointment upon the head of our 
Saviour, was to be ſpoken of for a memorial of her,whereſoever 
the Goſpel ſhou!d be preach*d throughout the whole world; 


ſur ely, 


9 


Evift. Dedicat. 
to the Contem- 
plations of the 


P. Mary. 
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ſurely that moſt-B. Virgin, who had the honour to bring forth, 
and breed up the Son of God, ought to have a Feſtival, and be 


mentioned with all due reverence, and eſteem , in all the 
Churches of the Saints. Whereſoever the Goſpel is preach'd, 


that which ſhe hath done, and ſuffered for our Lord, ought tox 


be ſpoken of, for a memorial of her, from whom he took 


that very body, which was crucified, and that precious blood, 


which was ſhed for the remiſſion of our fins. 

4+ But then in the Fourth place, though we ought to honour 
her, and have honourable thoughts, and make honpurable 
menrion of her, yet we ought to take care, that wedo not ho- 
nour her too much, in thinking and ſpeaking more highly of 
her, than we ought to think and ſpeak of a Creature. Indeed 
there is a particular reſpect due unto her, upon the account 
of her eminent Graces, and as ſhe is the Mother of God. 
And ſo we find her Couſin Elizabeth treated her, with a parti- 
cular reſpeCt under that Charatter, whence 4s thi; to me, that the 
Mother of my Lord ſhould come unto me ? But then we mult not 
let our reſpect for her commence into Worſhip, nor Romance 
her into a Deity, becauſe it was her Lot to be that Happy Vir- 
gin, of whom Chriſt was Born. We muſt not treat her upon 
the account of her ſingular Relation to /mmanxel, as if ſhe were 
an Infinite Majeſty, or as if her graces were indeed Divine At- 
tributes, and hey prerogatives of Grace and Glory, as a late book 
aſlerts, one and the ſame with thoſe of her Son. We ought not 
to pay ſuch Homage, and Veneration to her under the Cha- 
rafter of the Queen,” as/is only due to the King. of Heaven, 
but we muſt carefully keep our reſpeCts to her Perſon, and Me- 
mory within due bounds and limits, leſt tranſgreſling here- 
in, we ſhould fall into thoſe unwarrantable exceſſes, and abuſes, 
which a great part of Chriſtendom is too juſtly chargeable 
with. | 
And that 1 may not be accuſed of charging ſo great and 
conſiderable a number of our Fellow-Chriſtians wrongfully, 
or of ſaying what I.cannot prove, I ſhall ſpend the remainder 
of my pains in ſhewing, how extravagant the Votaries of the 
B. Virgin have been, and ſtill are, in her Commendations, and 
Praiſes, and in the Honour which they pay, and the Devotions 
which they offer up unto her : 'And Secondly, in making a 
ſhort Application of the whole diſcourſe. 

1. I ſhall ſhew how extravagant the Votaries of the Bleſſed 

Virgia are, both in word and deed, in the Honours which they 


Pay 
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pay unto her, out of the Offices of the Latin Church, and the 
Antient and Modern approved Authors of her Communion, 


- who ſpeak ſuch extravagant things of her, as in realicy area 
Diſhonour to her, and a diminution of her and our Commoh © 


Lord, and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 


To begin with the Offices of the Latin Church; in the 
form of Abſolving a Penitent, in the Ritual the Prieſt con- 


' cludes with theſe words, The Paſſion 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the merits of 
the B. Virgin Mary, and all Saints, all 
the good thou haft done, and the evil thou 
baft ſuffered, be unto thee for remiſſion of 
ſins, increaſe of grace, and the reward 
of Kternal Life, Amen, So in many 
of her Offices there are theſe follow- 
ing Prayers. * O bleſſed mother, and 
glorious Queen of the world, intercede 
for #4 unto the Lord, and || we fly unto 
thy proteftion , and ſafeguard, O holy 
mother of God, deſpiſe not our Prayers 
in our neceſſities , but always deliver us 
from all dangers, O glorious and Bleſſed 
Virgin. 1 think this is ſomething more 
than to defire her to pray for us, as we 
do the faithfubupon earth, through the 
merits of Jeſus Chriſt. And fo is the 
Hymn, Ave maris ſtella, which I ſhall 
render in the following words , Hail 
Star of the + World and nurſing mo- 
they of God, perpetual Virgin, and bleſ- 
ſed gate. of Heaven, Thou that receiveſt 
the Salutation , which was ſpoken by the 
mouth of Gabriel, and changeſt the 
name of Eve, looſe” the bonds of guilt 

ſinners , enlighten the eyes of the blind, 
drive away all evils from 14, and ak all 
good things for ws, Shew that thou art 
the Mother of Chriſt , and let him who 
was born of thee for us, and vouchſafed 
to be = Son , receive our Prayers , 
through Thee, O moſt excellent, and 
bumble Virgin ; make us humble , and 

C 


Paſir Domini notri "Jeſu Chrifti, meri- 
ta B. Mariz Virginis, & omnium Santto- 
rum, quicquid bont fſeceris, & mall ſufti- 
nutris, (int tibs in remiſiin-m peccatorum, 
augmentum gratie, & premium vite ettr- 
ne, Amen. 


 Brat2 mater, glorioſa Regina munds, in- 
terc:de pro nobis a4 Dominum. Offic. B. M. 
in Sabbato, & Offic. parv. B Mariz, 

|| Sub tum prefitium conſugimus, ſanita 
Dej Ginttrix, noſir as diprecationes ne deſþi« 
(ias in neceſſutatibus, ſed a periculss cunttis 
libra nos ſemper Virgo glorioſa & binedifta, 
Offic. parv. B. M., 


fl render Mar# by orld according.co 
the Expofition of Berzard in Serm. de 
Nat. Marie, and the Author of the Orarti- 
on made in praiſe of the B. V. falſly af- 
cribed to Epiphanius vol. 2. p. 292. 


Ave mari flella, 
D's Mater alma, 
Atque ſemper Virgo, 
Felix eli porta. 

Sumens illad ave 
Gabriels ore 
Fanda nos in pace, 
Mut ans Heve nomen- 

Solve vincla reis 
Profer twmen cath, 
Mala noſtra pelle, 
Bona cunfta poſce. 

Monſlra te eſſe Matrim, 
Saumat per te prices 
Qui pro nobus natus 
Tulit efſe tude 

Virgo fingulars, 


caſt, 


its d eta, 4 is. eta 


iy 
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Inttr omnes mits, 
Nos culpis ſalutos 
Mites fac & cafios. 
Vitanm preſia puram, 
Iter para tutum, 
Ut videntes Feſum 
Semper colletemur. 
Sit laus Deo Patrs, 
Summo Chriflo decud, 
Spiritus Sanfto, 
Tribrus honey unus. Amen. 
Offic. B. M. in Sabbato & alibi. 


ha & 
""Y y p4 MT. ” - a\ 4 , 
"= : "» n - y "44 V ” SR 4&4. 4* af p 6. - * 4, 
- : 4 5 _— nl TY - ne —— . ne : | ; . 
> i. 
, 
. ” * . * 
5 - -_ | i - Be LL - - . 


chaſt, and free from the bonds of one 
fins; give uw purity of life, and orant 
KW 4 foe paſſage into the next World , 
that we attaining the Beatifick Viſion 
of Jeſus, rejoyce with everlaſting 
Joy. Proſe be given to God the Father, 
gl ts Chriſ® the Sovereign Lond, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt, to all three be one 
honour. Amen. 


You ſee they pray unto hee here, as unto an Author, and 
Donor of Spiritual Bleſſings, and remind her of her power and 
influence over her Son. And {© in another Hymn, they re- 


Memento rerum Conditor, A 
Noftyi quod olim corporis 
Sacrata ab alvo Virgins 
Naſcendo formam ſumpſti. 

Maria Mater gratie, 

Dulcys parens clementie, 
Tu nos ab hoſte protege 
Et mortis hora ſuſcipe. 

Jeſu tibi ſit gloria, 

Qui natus es de Virgine, 

Cum Patre & alms Spiritu, 

In ſempiterna ſecula. Amin; 
Off. parv. B. M. 


* 0 Glorioſa Virginuwn, 
Sublimus inter ſydera, 
Nui te creavit, paruulum 
Laftente nutrs ubere. 

Nuod Heva triſtis abſtulit 
Tu reddbs almb germint 3 
Intrent ut aſtra flibiles 
Cel recludis cardints. 

Ti Regus alti janua, 
"Et aula luck ſulgida, 
Vitam datam per Virginimy 
Gentes redempte plaudite. 

Feſu ſit tibi gloria, &c, Ibid. 


f See the Reafons upon which this Office 

is founded in Dwand's Rationale, 1. 4: C: I. 
n. 31» 32, 33» $49.35- | 

Ampletamu Marie veſtigia, fratves 

mei,es devotiſſuma ſapplicatione batis illius 

Ptdibus provoluamut. Tentamus tam, nec di- 


mind him of whom he took his Body, 
and then pray unto her, - in the follow- 
ing manner, Remember 0 Creator of 
all things, that thou formerly tookeſt the 
ſhape of onr Body, by being born of rhe. 
holy womb of the Virgin. ' O Mary Mo- 
ther of Grace, and ſweet parent of 
mercy, proteth us from the Enemy, and 
recetve us in the hour of Death. Glory 
be to thee, O Feſus, who waſt born of the 
Virgin, with the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit, Amen. 

So in another Hymn they invoke her 
thus; * O Glorious Virgin, who art aloft 
among the Stars, thou nurſedſt thy Crea- 
ror with the milk, of thy Dugs, thou reſto- 
reſt unto us by the holy Branch, what Eve 
rook. from ws, thow openeſt the Gates of 
Heaven, that penitents might enter in, 
thou art the Gate of the great King, the 
bright Palace of light. O'redeemed Na- 
tions expreſs your joy for the life that is - 
given by the Bleſſed Virgin. Glory be to 
thee O Feſus, &c. 

One of the Leſſons for the + Satur- 
day-Office of the B. Virgin begins 
thas; * My Brethren, let us embrace 
the footſteps of Mary , let « throw our 
ſeluer at her feet, with moſt devout ſuppls- 
Caron ;, 


eation; let ws bald her faſt, and not let 
- $ tll ſhe bleſs us, for ſhes power- 


And in another Office there is this 
Prayer * ; The Lord bring us all unto the 
Kingdom of Heaven, by the merits and 
prayers of the perpetual Virgin Mary, and 
all the Saints, Amen, 


In the Saturday-Office there is alſo 
this ſolemn Prayer of Interceſſion to 
her ; || O Mary, Bleſſed Mother of God, 
perpetual Virgin, Temple of the Lord, 
Santtuary of the Holy Ghoſt ;, Thou only 
without example, waſt pleaſing to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Pray for the people, 
mediate for the Clergy, "and intercede for 
the devout Female Sex. And then fol- 
lows this Prayer unto God; * We be- 
ſeech thee O Lord God, prant, that we 
thy Servants enjo etal ſound- 
/ of body, ſon br. ny os 
ous interceſſion of the bleſſed, and perpetual 
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k3 
mittanuas dontc benedi xuit nobis,, Putens 
of exim,&c, Menſe QR, Serm, Bernardi 


\ 
/ 


* Precibus & mevitis B. Marie (om- 
per Virginis, & omnium Sanflorum® per- 
ducat nos Domints ad Regnum Celoum. 
Amin, Offi. parv. 


[| O Beata Dei Genitrix Maria, Wire 
go prpetua, Timplum Domini, Sacrariam 
Spiritis Sanfti ; ſola fine exemplo plac» 
ifli Domino noftro Jeſu Chriſto : Ora yo 
populo, intervens pro Clevo, intercede pro 
devote Famineo Stxue e 


* Concede nos Famalos tu0s, queſum 
Domine Deus, perpetua mentis & 
ris ſanitate gaudere , 
Yie, ſemper Virginis, interceſſion, 4-pre- 
ſents liberari triſtitid, & eterna perſrus 
letitia. Pir Dominum. 


Virgin , may be delivered from our preſent ſorrow, and enjoy 


everlaſting comfort, through our Lord. 


In the Office for the Feſtival of her 
Conception, there is this Antiphone ; 
| Let ws celebrate the Conception of the 
B. Virgin with joy, that ſhe may inter- 
cede for #s with Jeſus Chriſt. And this 
Addreſs in Verſicle, and Anſwer ; * For 
thou art bleſſed, O holy Virgin, and wor- 
thy of all praiſe, becauſe Chriſt our God 
the Sun of righteouſneſs roſe out of thee. 
O pray for the People, mediate for the 
Clergy, wntercede for the devout Female 
Sex, and let all thoſe who celebrate thy 
holy conception feel thy help. 

In the Officeof'S. ad Nyves there 
isthis Verſicle and Anſwer, Verſ. * make 
me worthy to praiſe thee, O holy Virgin, 
R. And give we power againſt = enemies. 

2 


| Cum jucunditate Conceptionts B. 
Marie tilebremus : ut ipſa pro nobis 
intercedat ad Dominum 7eſum Chriſtum. 

Breviar. Rom. 


* Felix namque 3 ſacra'V. Matia, 
& omns laude digniſſims : Quis tx te 
ortus oft Sol juſtitie Chriflus Deus nofter. 
Ora pro Populs, intervent pro Clevo, itt- 
tercede pro devoto Faemineo Sexu, ſentient 
omnes tuum juvamen, quicungue celebrant 
tzxan ſanftam conceptionem. 


* Dignave me laudart tt ſacrats Virgo. 
Da mibs wirtutem Contra boſies £405. 
Feſt. S. Mar, a4 Nives. 


And 


& gloriosd B. Ma» - 
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{|} Sarnfis Maria ſuccurre miſeris, juva 
puſllanimos , reſove flebiles , ora pro po- 
pulo—— ſentiant omnes twum ſuwuamen qui- 


cxnque celebrant tuam ſanftam ſeſtivita- 
tem. Ibid. 


* © B. Maria, quis tibi digne valeat 
jura gratiarum , ac laudim preconia re- 
pendere,” que ſingulari tuo aſſenſu mundo 
ſwuecurris perdito ? Quas tibi laudes fra- 
gilitas bumani generis perſelvat, que ſolo 
tuo commercio recuperandi aditum inve- 
nit ? Accipe itaque quaſcunque exiles, 
quaſcunque meritis tuis, impares gratia- 
rum attiones : Et cum ſuſceperis vota, culhas 
nofiras orando excuſa. Admitte noſtras 
preces intra Sacrarium txauditionis, & 
reporta nobis antidotum reconceliationss, 
thid. ; 


/ 
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And then follows this Antiplione ; {| 0 
boly Mary, ſacconur them that are miſer a- 
ble, help them that are weak:hearted, com- 
fort thoſe that are ſorrewful, pray for the 
people, — and let thoſe who celebrate thy 
boly Feſtival became ſenſible of thy help 

In the ſecond Day of the Oftave of 
her Nativity, there is this Prayer, or 
Leſſon, * O B. Mary, whoran ſuffici- 
ently. give thee praiſe, and thanks, who 
by thy ſingular aſſent didſt ſuccour the 
world when it was undone ? what praiſes 
ſufficient can frail mankind pay unto thee 
who haſt found a way of recovery, only by 
thy commerce with God ? We therefore 
pray thee, receive our T hanksgivings how 
mean ſoever they be, and unequal to thy 
merits, and whey, thou ſhalt receive our 
Devotions, excuſe our faults by praying. 
O admit our Prayers mithin the Santlua- 
ry of thy audience, and bring back, unto us. 


the antidote of reconciliation. 


What is meant in this Prayer by her ſuccouring the world 
when it was undone, by her aſlent, I cannot tell, unlels her 
acceptance of God?s offer to. be the Mother of Jeſus, be to 

* The Contem- be underſtood by it, as a late approved * Book makes me 
plations, p. 60, think it is, which ſaith that God referred the execution of his 


64, 56: 


Sos Incarnation to her acceptance, and. thereby admitted her to 


aconſultive and deciſive ſuffrage in his Counſels. 


F 


"» Sit per te excuſabile- quad per te 

zngerimus , fiat impetrabile , quod fida 
mente poſcimus. Accipe quod offerimus, 
redona quod- rogamus , excuſa quod ti- 
memus ; quia tu- ts. ſpes unica pecta- 
torum. Per te ſprramus veniam dr. To- 
rum, & in te Ratiſſims noſtrorum et ex- 
peftatio premiorum. Sanfta Marla ſic- 
cure miſeris, &c, Brev. Rom. 


*, 


But to proceed ; the next leſſon is a Prayer of the ſame 


ſtrain in the following words ; * Lec 
every thing be excuſed which we bring 
unto God by thee, and let us obtain what- 
ſoever we ask with a faithful, mind. Ac- 
cept that we offer, owe that ws ash,, and 
pardon that we fear : becauſe thou art the 
only hope of Sinners. We hope for the par- 
don of our offences by thee, and in thee is 
the moſt bleſſed expettation- of. our reward. 


Q boly Mary, ſuccour thoſe that are miſerable, upheld thoſe that. are 
faint-hearted, comfort thoſe that weep, pray for the people, and 


fo forth as above-recited. Ad if this be not to derogate from 


the 


” / £5 
; 
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In the Advent Sundays, this: is a 
eommon- ColleC&t; || © God, who by the 
Annunciation of an Angel, wouldſt have 
thy eternal Son aſſume fleſh, of the ſub- 
ſtance of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary , grant 
to 6 thy Supplicants, "that we who truly be- 
tieve her to be the Mother of God, may be 
helped by her interceſſion with thee. 

In the ſecond Sunday after the Ept- 
phany, there is this Prayer ; * O Tord 
let this Communion cleanſe us from ſin, 
and make ws Partakers of the heavenly re- 
medy, by the interceſſion of the B. Virgin 
Mary the Mother of God. 

In-the Maſs of her Aſſumption, there 
isthis Prayer ; * O Lord, let the Prayer of 
the Mother of God help thy People, and 
although we know ſhe died, and was Car- 
ried hence, yet let us percezve that ſhe in- 
tercedes for us in heaven, by the ſame 


our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


In the proper Maſs of her Seven Sorrows, ſhe is called, 
* The Queen of Heaven, and Lady of the World, and what that * eli Regina, 
yes you _ quem a late Author, who ſaith that © Mater Mun- 
Kings are the moſt noble Images of God*s Majeſty in the viſi- ; 4 
ble World, and C rom M— the Aniarbewr-c0b- the v4 vi 4 — 
ther of Feſus ;, according to which compariſon it follows, templations. 
that as the Queen is in proximity, priviledge, power, autho- 
rity, greatneſs and prerogative to the King of an Earthly 
Kingdom, ſo the B. Y:irgin-is to God the King of Heaven, and 


Soveraign Lord of the World. 

And therefore it is no wonder, 
that in the folemn Hymn, which 
begins, * Stabat Mater doloroſa, 
they as ſolemnly pray unto her zo 
make them ſenſible of her ſorrows , to 
make their. hearts burn with the love 
of Chriſt, and to imprint his wounds 
wpon them, to enable them to weep 


with ber , and condole the crucified * 
Jeſus, ro be wounded with his wounds, . 


Speculum Beate Virgmis. ahi ts 


the merits and mediation of our Lord, 1 know not what is. 


|| Devs, qui dr B. Mariz Virginis utero, 
Virbum tuam, Angelo nuntiante, carne 
ſuſcipere voluiſti + prefla ſupplicibus tuis, 
ut qui ves cam Grnetricem Dei credi- 
mus, tjus apud te interceſſionibus adjuves 
mur.”Miſfal. Rom. 


* Het nos Communio, Domant, purget 
4 crimine; & intercedente B. Virgine 
Dei Genetrice Maria, celeſtis remedii fas 
ciat ejus conſortes. Ibid. 


* Subutniat , Domine, plebi tue Dri 
Genitricts oratio : quam fs pro conds« 
tione canis migraſſe cognoſcimus, in (a+ 
leſti gloria apud te pro nobis intercedere 
ſentiamas, per eundem, &c. ibid. 


di— ibid. 


* In Miſa propria de 7. doloribns, 

—Eja Matit ſons amoris, | 
Me ſentire vim dolovis 
Fac ut tecum lugeam. 

Fac ut ardeat cor meun 
In amando Chriflum Den” 
Ut fibs complactam— 

— Fac me vere tecum flere, 
Crucifixo condolere, 
Donec ego vVixero — 


and 


—Fac me plagis viinerari, 
Cruce bac intbriari, 

Ob amorem Filis. 
Inflammatus & atcenſus, 
Per te Y. ſim deſenſus 

*In dit judicii, 

Fac me Cruce cuſtodiri, 
Morte Chriſt premuniri, 
Conſoveri gratia. 

Naands corpus morietur, 
Fac ut anime donetur, 
Paradiſo gloria. Amen. 


| Deus, qui per gloriofiſimen Filii tui 
Matrem, ad liberandos Chrifii fedeles 4 
poteftate Paganorum, nova Eccleſiam tu- 
am prole amplificare dignatus ts : Preſta 
queſumus, ut quam pie veniramur tants 
operis inſlitutricem, ejus paritey meritis 
E* interceſſione 2 peccatis omnibus & cap- 
$iuvtate Demonis liberemur. Per eundem 

Dominumn. 
Miſh de B, V. M. de Mercede, 

{ 

K. * Deus qui glorieſam Matrem tuam 
| ban noninari veluiſti : concede que» 
[1 favaxs, ut qui dulce Marie nomen implo- 
rant, perpetuum ſentiant tue benediftiants 


» #6 vivis && regnas. 
Miſſa de Nomine B. V. M. 
, 


| De Maria atcipitur (liceat mihi di- 
* IF cere) quod ſcriptum eft de” Ecclefil + Rt 
; linqutt homo Patrem ſuum , & Matrem 

| F ſuam, & adberebit ux0165 ſue : & erunt 
' duo is carze uni. Let. 6. in ſecundo 
NoGturno Brev. Rom. 


ban. Ad 
kad. ah ad 


AWwato CIrcun- 


SE 2x6 | Speculum Beat Virgivis. 


and intbriated with the love: of him, 
and to defend thim in the day of judg- 
ment. | They alſo pray her, to keep 
them by the Croſs, to fortifie them ty 
the death of Chriſt, te cheriſh them 
with her favow , and to grant that 
when their Souls depart from their Bo- 
dies, they may go unto the glory of Pa- 
radiſe. "had ©then Galaly fa X 
Amen. 

In another Vaſs they have this pray- 
er: || O Lord, who by the glorious Mo- 
ther of thy Son baſt vourbſafed to enlarge 
thy Church, with a new off-ſpring , to 
free the faithful in Chriſt from the power 
of Pagans ;, grant we beſeech thee , that 
we who worſhip the Foundreſs of ſo great 
4 work may be delivered, as well by ber 
merits, as her inteYceſſion, from all our 
ſins, and the captivity of the Devil, by 
the ſame our Lord. 

In the Maſs of her Name there is this 
Colle; * O God, who wouldft bave thy 
glorious Mother named Mary, grant we 
pray thee, that thoſe who implore her 
ſweet Name , may find the perpetual effe& 
of thy benediftion, who liveſt and reign- 
eſt, &C. 


In the ſixth of the Oftaye of her Nativity, one Leſſon be- 


gins thus ; || / may ſay that that 
which is written of the Church may be 
underſiood of Mary; A man ſhalt 
leave his Father and Mother, and cleave 
to his Wife, and they ſhall be two in 


- one . 
And accordingly in Ag for the Feſtival of her Aſ- 
ſumption, and the Oftayes thereof, they apply all that is 
* Aſititregina aid of the Church in the Song of Solomon to her, as if ſhe 
2 dextris tais, ygere indeed the Spouſe of Chriſt, and likewiſe thoſe expreſ- 
| #n veſtitu 4+ © ns of the King's i'ride in the 45th Pſalm, * which under 
: data varitare, the type of Solomon's marriage, prefigured the marriage of 
ibid. Chriſt to his Church. ' 


In 


ates; - 


4 
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In the Oltave of her Nativity, ia the fourth Leſſon of the 
firſt Nocturn, it is faid ;; || Praiſe and ot rt up EP 
glory be grven-to thee, O Holy Trinity, || £448 © gloria ſt tibi Santa Trinitas, 


: . ug omnes nos ad hanc celebritatem _ 
who baft Called ws unto this celebrity. And 21," 5:1; niam tibi ſanda Dei Mat 


praiſe be alſo unto thee, O boly Mother of = ibaa 1ioſs Margarita, be 
Gel, for than avs the revian po arl of the laus nam es pretioſa n 


_ Had _ 2 O_ im the fifth _ yer te Trinites ſanflifiter; pur bo 
on ; thee the holy Trinity us ad at. ws 
ſanttified, and The precrous Gro s po Fg — _ — M 
ted, and adored through the world ;, by 
thee Heaven doth exult, the Angels and Archangels rejoice, De- 
wvils are put to flight, and man ts called back to Heaven, &C. 

| have taken all this, and might have taken more out of the 
reformed Miſſal, and Breviary, which a late ſmall || Writer || The Auth 
calls the Authentick, Books of the Church of Rome. And in 9 Popry nee 
ſome of theſe Devotions you ſee, they pray unto her alone, omingd. 
as unto a Deity, to bleſs them, and to beſtow Spiritual and 
Temporal Bleſſings upon them, ſaying in efett unto her, 
Have Pity upon #4, hear our prayers, &c. which the latg French 
Expoſitor of the Catholick Doctrine ſaith, is the4proper 
way of ſpeaking unto God. 

In others of them they pray unto God the Father, through 
her Merits or Interceſſion, and fo make her a collateral Me- 
diatrice with. Chriſt. 

ln others they pray unto Chriſt for her ſake, and through 


her Interceſlion, and ſo make her an + Under-Mediatrice un- T——_ 
to him. | kh, Gus 


ſaith, Opus: eſt 
enim Mediatore ad Mediatorem, ntc alter nobis atilior, quam Maria. 


In others they deſire her to intercede with God for them, 
which alſo makes her a Joynt-Mediatrice with Chriſt. . | 
© In others they deſire her to || intercede-with Chriſt for them, || So they pray 
which alſo makes her a ſubordinate Mediatrice to him. unto 2: Ambre 
In others they pray unto God rhroogh her Merits: or Inter- 3? Anwrop, 
ceſſion by Chriſt Jeſus, which ſeems to joyn her with him in 717 1m 
the Office of Mediator. Det. 
In others they joyn ſeveral of theſe Forms together, con- 
trary to the Scriptures, which dire us to pray unto none 
but God, and through no Mediator but Jeſus Chriſt ;, and 
which poſitively teach, that as cheve i but one God, ſo- there 
is but one Medeator brtwixt God and man, the man Chriſt Fe- 
fus, and: that he ever liverh-to make interceſſion for ws, Indee 


they . 


18 - Gpeculim Beata Virginis. 
they may well pray unto God, :and Chriſt through her merits, 
who pray unto Chriſt through: the merits of $S. Foſeph her 
reputed Husband, as they do on his Feſtival in the following 
Prayer, We pray thee, O Lord, that we 
Sanfliſſime Genttricis tue (ponſi,queſu- may be helped by the merits of the Spouſe 
mus, Domine, meritis adjuvemur : ut quod of thy holy Mother, that what our weak- 
%ſibilitas noſtra non obtinet, ejus nobis YI. . 
8terceſſione donttur : Qui vives + regnas neſs Canoe obtain, may be £rven unto 
cam Dro Patre, Brev, Rom. by bis interceſſion ;, who liveſt and resgn- 
eſt with the Father. 
So they pray unto God throvgh 
EN ; ; _ Chriſt, and S. Wicolas together in the 
p —_ {ab cer cg agg following words ; 0 God, who haſt graced 
= worthy Oy mar Rag p L_ inn. S- Nicolas the Biſhop with many Miracles, 
tis liberemur per Dominum. lhid, grant we beſeech thee, that me may be deli- 
vered from Hell-fire by his merits and pray- 
ers, through Chriſt our Lord. | 
But to return to the B. Virgin, I think it very agreeable to 
my' preſent Subject and undertaking, to te!l you the Story of 
her Aſſumption out of the Office, which 1 have ſo often 
Cited , and which gives us this account thereof. When ſhe 
died, all the Apoſtles, whereſoever diſperſed to preach the 
Goſpel, were ſuddenly caught vp in the Air, and brought to 
Feruſalem. Being met together, a Viſion of Angels appeared 
to them, and the Viſion was attended with a ſweet Plalmody 
of the heavenly Powers, in which the B. Virgin reſigned her 
ſoul into the hands of God in a glorious manner, and the An- 
gels, and Apoſtles continuing to ſing together , her Body was 
carried out, and put in a Coffin, and buried at Gethſemane, 
where the Angels continued to ſing three days together. At 
the end of three days, Thomas, who was not with the Apoſtles 
when ſhe died, came to Fernſalem, and being deſirous to 
worſhip the Body of the B, Virgin, they went to Gethſemane 
to take it up ; but when they had opened the Grave, and the 
Coffin, to their great aſtoniſhment there was no Body there, 
and they all agreed in this opinion, that it had pleaſed the Word 
of God, and the Lord of Glory, who toak his Body out of 
the B. Virgin, not to ſuffer kers to ſee corruption, but to do 
her the honour to tranſlate it into Heaven, before the com- 
mon, and univerſalReſurreCtion. 
I cannot but obſerve here how well the Story of her Aſumpts- 
on is framed to anſwer to our Lord?s Aſcenſion, and how T ho- 


21434 was abſent at this meeting of the Apoſtles, juſt as he was 
at 


Speculam Beatz Virginis * 
at that in which Fe/au ſtood in the midſt of them, and ſhewed 
unto'them his hands and his fide. - Poor unfortunate Apoſtle ! 
that art always taftdy, and canſt. never come in time to meet 
the reſt of thy Brethren. "But perhaps he was at the Indies; 
. and had a greater journey than the reſt, who were nearer to, 
Feruſalem. 1 am as. content as any man to admit this excuſe, 
and if you. farther deſire to know what death the B. Virgin 
died of, the Anthor of the Contemplation: will tell you, that ſhe 
died of a ſpiritual Feaver, into which ſhe fell through a Seraphich P: 3%. 
vehemency of divine love, which inflamed her blood, and ſet 
her ſacred heart on fire; and that her aſſumption was on this 
manner, -Her glorious ſoul, ſaith he, deſcended from her. Impe- Þ+ #4. 
rial ſeat in Heaven, accompanied with Seraphims and chiefeſt 
Saints, and re-aſſumed ber ſacred body , and aſcended with it 
again, and placed it above all the troops of the bleſſed. Being Þ- #9» 9%, Ke. 
:Tumed in body and ſoul into heaven, ſhe was ſeated on a 
Throne above all Seraphims, next to the moſt Glorious Tri- 
nity, and inaugurated , proclaimed, and acknowledged, 
Lueen of all pure creatures, and at her Coronation ſhe was 
cloathed with the Sun, and had the Moon for her footſtool, 
. MW. and was Crowned with an Imperial Crown of twelve. Stars. 
; And truly in ſome of her Offices, the-.1/t: verſe of the 12th. 
chap. of the Revelations is applied to her, where it is written, 
And there ” appeared a great wonder in : : 
heaven, + a woman cloathed with the ſun, A u Bernard in Sermone de verdis 
and the moon under ber feet, and upon | ”. o_ BEL poten ps are 
ber head a.crown- of twelve ſtars. ”Y , 
To this account of -her Aſſumption, 1-ſhall add another of 
the folemn,manner of conſecrating her. Image out of the Pon- 
tifical, which I leave to every one of you to give. what game, | 
he thinks it beſt deſeryes. The Bſbop in his Pontificals after 
the rehearſal of two Verſicles,, and [ Anſwers, ſprinkles the 
Image with Holy Water, then he begias the Proceſſion and an 
Antiphone [| one of the farecited prayers, to her? is fung. 
While this is doing,he- bars Incenſe before the-[mage thrice wa- 
ving the ar ym = it. EL gr hs tits down, and the Anti- 
phones, and Pſalms being ec elays! .,.: a 
this inn pmpmdes did rpucbſaf; — II0G; <s Tint antes, 
ro chooſe the virginal Palace-of the Ende - 
Arr nd wee een or aht we be- undos facia | 
eech thee that She may make us who are for- ; 
tified by ber ProteQion,go be joyfull yr $-r-roardas Benedi lmag, B.V. M.. 
at her commemoration. Who liveſt, reigneſt, &c. D Then 
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Theit after anocher Proceſſion ,. dd 


[Glorioſa Dei genertix, Virgo, &c. ſinging another |] Antiphone, and 

0 glorious Mother of Gods prrjetaal Vir- 50g one of the forecited prayers, he pto- 
gin Mary, who of all Pirgins atone de- ceeds to conſecrate the [Image in the 
ſerved|t to, bear the Lord of all things, and F ? : * Alm ge 

ing of Angels, wt pray thee to follow ng form : ghry ever laſt - 
remember us, and to pray unto Faſus Chriſt mg God, whoſe moſt merciful ds pen- 
for us, that bring upbeld by thy patronage, ſation all things are created of no ng, 
we may deſerve to come ingd the "Kingdom 2,1 rh {afe to bleſs, and ſanttifie this Image, 


= # 


iporens. ſem irerne Deus, cle- which 5s ventr ably eretRal fo the bonor 
ancililing cxjzs iſpeiconk cundta &e- of rhe moFt pions, [ or aff eftionate ] Meo- 
anrur ex nihilo, hanc Tmaginem "in ho- ther of thy Son. owr Lord + Chriſt, 
wr} _ mt widomini and grant moſt merciful Farber , by the 
SS of ved nr © anntar bh. invocation of thy name and of the ſame 
' neris, © pr2ſie, miſcricordi y 

WS. lap od» Abihjais tul-, a Chriſt, whom-thou wouldeſt have sncarna- 
Guidem uaigeaicT il ay Rake __— red for the ſalvation of mankind, pre- 

ie x net Vi is M. fervata, ſerving the integrity of the Virgin Mary, 

iſti F precibus cju(- h A . 

dem ſacratifimz Virginis, quicungue Y7rg## , all thoſe muy br' delivered from 

eandem miſericortlie YUgnmnn _ aſt atit dangers, and vb ain. Pardon wn 

fiſimam dominam WofiramVvorath hacefti- : 

gic ſupplicter honotareNtuduerinc, f> de ſins of Commiſſion, and Omiſſion, and-de- 


parer, thy only begotten Son owr Lord  Feſus 


that by the prayers of the ſme moſt boly 


" the firht of thy Divihe Majeſty for their 
þ Ffloageuch & 39 0097 ſerve the Grace which they deſire to obtain 


n | | 

ivioz Majeſtatis ruz, 8c. per \G 
Cs henna 1664 F56. etiam Por. at preſent; and hereafter rejoice with thy 
tificale -de - Benedidhy © Image  aliorun Elett in perpetunt ſatvation , -who ſhall 


ftndy to 'boVtover with Supplitnrion before 

1..." this Image the ſame Queen"of mercy, 
and-oor moſt gracious Lady. By the ſame our Lord Feſus 
brit.” 1 beech you compare this) form of Conſecration 
with the late Apologies for worſhipping of Images, and then 
fer how. they agree together, and cofifider eſpecnlly whether 
Confecrating a prepared Fmage to-the-honour of the Virgin 
y, be not an-aftet forbidden-by the 'Second Com- 
randment,and (as nay be proved'by nomerous Authorities and 
examptes from' Tyen2u3 to Gregory the Great) contrary to the 
Faith, and-praQtice-of the' Ancient Catholick Church. | And 
as they conſecrate Images'to-her, ſo they dedicate, and 
conſecrate all Ghuxches and Aftars conjundtiy'to God, and her 
honour, and/the/honout of #f1'Sairits: At the Confecration of 


Churches, the Biſhop begihhing behind the Altar, and going 


on the 1jgNe nag he anoints Twelye Croſſes which are paint 
on the walls of the Church: with 'Cbrifin, and'ateyery _ 
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faith, * _Zet this Charch be fanibified,. _ 
and EY Twp. cu name of the Father, ria COS = 6 _ —— 
San, and. Holy Ghoſt , to the honour 0 Foofſeerione que fir ſine Eccleſiz De- 
God a and the glorious Virgin Mary, dicatiane. 
and all Saints, apto the name gud memory 
of Saint N. The like Form is.obſerved in vedicating of Altars, 
and in the Dedication of a Church, they alſo pray God to loo 
with a ſerene countenance upon the place, by the snterceſſien of 
ber Merits, and all the Saints. 
After this ſhort account of the manner of their praying to 
her, and the Hiſtory of her Aſſumption and Coronation, and - 
" the manner of conſecrating her Images., and dedicatin 
.Churches, and Altars to her ; I ſhall only remind yqu of the 
Divine Titles by which they invoke her in theit Offices, as 
Queen of Heaven, Queen of Mercy, Mother of Grace, ſweet 
Parent of Mercy, the Gate of the great King, the only hope of 
Sinners, our moſt gracious Lady ; to which I may add, Duten ©%8+ 12, 62. 
of Angels, Adeprove Mother, Patronef of Man, Advocate of 
Simers, and more of the ſame nature in this Book of the Con- 
templations, where the Author addreſles himſelf unto her in 
theſe words, I chnſe thee,O glorious Mother of Jeſus, to be my Pa- reg 06 
tronef, Advocate, and Adoptive Mother ,, admit me, O powerful 
Queen of Angels, among thy Clients, ſuppreſs my Enemes, ma- 
nage my Cauſe in the Court of our Requeſts. —— ah, permit not 
my Soul to periſh, for which thy Son Jelus did ſhed thoſe precious 
drops of bloud, which be recerued from the rich fountain of thy lo- 
viag beart. 


the honour, which they reader unto her z and for which I am 
Text, nor in any other 


is mentioned : byt on the contrary. there are many places 
0d not thigkof her aboye the con- 
ne 3h 


qul 
rure. 
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* * Spreulun Beate Virginis. 
unto them, How & it that ye ſought me ? wiſt ye not that I 
be about my Father*s beſieſ? 3 7 a 

When a woman, in admiration of him, lift wp her voice and 
ſaid, Bleſſed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou 
baſt ſucked, he anſwered, Tea rather bleſſed are they that hear 
the word of God, and keep it. Another time when ſome told 
him, that his Mother and Brethren ſtood without, deſiring 
to ſpeak with him, he ſaid, Who «s my Mother, and who are 
Brethren ? and then ſtretching forth his hands towards his 
Diſciples he ſaid, Behold my Mother, and my Brethren ;, for 
whoſoever doth the will of my Father which ts in Heaven, the ſame 
is my Mother, and Sifter, and Brother. 

ben. he ſaw his Mother ſtanding by the Croſs, and the 
Diſciple whom he loved ſtanding by her, he ſaid no more unto 
her, but Woman behold thy Son ; and to him nothing elſe but 
Behold thy Mother. In all theſe places Fe/as treated her, not 
ſo much like a Mother, as a Diſciple. And S. Paul having 
occaſion to mention her, upon the account of Chriſt*s Incar- 
nation, ſaith no more than this, When the fulneſs of time was 
come , God ſent forth his Son; made of a WO MAN, made 
aunder the Law. 4 

Having now ſhewed out of the Latin Offices, how extraya- 
gant the Votaries of the B. Virgin are in the honours which 
they pay unto her, I proceed to ſhew the fame out of the An- 
tient and Modern approved Authors of the Latin Communion. 
But I ſhall begin with the Modern, and particularly with the 
Contemplations on her Life and Glory ; where the Author 
calls her || Quren of Seraphims, and Queen of Heaven, and 
faith that, whatever can be ſaid of her, will be infinitely roo nar - 
row to fill the Orbs of her exuberant Sanftity, Grace, and Glory; 
and that with trembling he attempted to explain the myſtery of be: 
Life and Glory, left ſearching into the holies of ſo great a Maje- 
ſty, he ſhould be oppreſſed with its ſplendors. 

He faith, It i impoſſible for a pure Creature to unfold the im- 
menſe Attributes of her Maternityg And truly they cannot but 
be immenſe, if the Prerogatives of Grace and Glory in her, and 
Jeſus are not diſtin? Perfettions , but one and the ſame Attribute, 
as he proves out of one of their own Writers. He faith 
that, Whatever gifts are beſtowed upon us by Jeſus, we receive 
them by the mediation of Mary, that ſhe bath full power, as 
a Mother, to obtain of her Son whatever be can ak, of God the 
Father ;, and that no one ever petitioned her, who was __ by 

| | ms 
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Speculum Beate Virgmis. 23 MW 
him, or truſted in ber, who was abandoned by hizi), and that, he Pag- 16. ' * 
blefſeth thoſe whom ſhe bleſſeth, and owns them for his Diſciples, 

whom ſhe adopts for her Children. ; 

This is a new ſort of Divinity, which the Apoſtles and 
their Scholars never taught the World. They told us but of 
one Mediator in Heaven, to whom we ſhould immediately ap- 
ply our ſelves, but here we are told of two, of Feſ#s who is 
a Mediator with God the Father, and of Mary, who is as pow- 
erful a Mediatrice with Feſus, as he is with his Father ; and 
if this be true, it is no- matter to which of the two we pray, ' 
or whether we pray to him or no, ſince no one ever petitioned 
her, who was refuſed by him. 

He further ſaith, that Her ſacred Body is endowed with a pag, gs. 
fuger ſeraphical aftivity, whereby ſhe can render her ſelf preſent in 
a moment, to all her Votaries, and aid them at any diſtance ; and 
upon tbeſe two ſuppoſitions of her full mediatory power, and 
preſence in all places, we need not wonder at the following 
Deyotuons. 

V. Open my lips, O Mother of Feſus. Pas. 20 
R. And my Soul ſhall ſpeak forth thy praiſe. $I 
V. Diyine Lady, be intent to my aid. 
;- R. Graciouſly make haſte to help me. 
V. Glory be to Feſus and Mary, 
: K. Ag it was, Is, and ever ſhall be; . 

* Holy Vary, Mother of God, pray for us now and in the hour + Pag 2 
of death. Bid ws be bleſſed, O holy Vary. And, || O ſacredy yp, [f 
Virgin, Mother of God, Queen of Angels, Empreſs of Saints, his 
Refuge of Sinners, and my ſpecial Patroneſs and Advocate, unto 
thy cuſtody I commit and recommend my ſelf, with all the powers, 
paſſions, and motions of my Body, and Mind, and all tiving and 
dead, eſpecially thoſe whom I would or ſhould pray. for, humbly 
intreating thee, through all thy wercies, and merits, thy privi- 
ledges, and power, and by whatever us deareſt unto thee, that we 
may be admitted” to be thy Children, Servants , and Devotes, 

- that we may be TR direfted , a and comforted by 
thee, and that by thee we may be preſented to God the Father, 
God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt-;, with mach more, too 
long to be tranſcribed. To which 1 ſhall add this Bleſſing. 
*" Through the merits and interceſſion of the Mother of Jeſus, * Pag. 24, 
we may come to the harbour of eternal Salvation ; and this, 
+ Through the mediation of the moſt glorious Virgin Mother of f Pag. 103, 
Jeſus, may God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, bleſs and keep 
»s 
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4 now and for evermore. And this Cantique, Let 4 praife 
thee, O Mather of. Jeſus, let ws acknowledge thee our Sovereigy: 
Lady, let men and Angels give honour to thee, the firſt concevvel 
| | of-all pare Creatures, 'to thee the Morning-Stars, and bigheft Se- 
= raphims ſing glory for thy Magnificence, make interceſſion for ws, 
*» O powerful Mother of Jeſus, for God will not refuſe thee our Pe- 
##t10ns, then ſhall we rejoyce in the fulneſs of thy Glory, and ſhall 
ſing the Praiſes of Jeſus for ever. | 
You may perceive by the Stile of this Cantique, that it was 
compoſed in imitation of the Te Deun ; of which I ſhall ſpeak 
more hereafter. 
From the Contemp!ations .I paſs to the Pſalter of the 
B.'Virgia Mary, which was compoſed in the French Tongue, 
by a Father of the Society of Feſ#s, and tranſlated into Eng- 
4:ſb, and Printed with allowance in 1624 ; out of which I ſhall : 
preſent you with a few Petitions, to which I need not craye 
your attention, : 
3, Petition. * O glorious Virgin, grant me Grace, that I may receive 
©* pardon for my fins, draw-nebr unto me, O Bleſſed Virgin, 
© who art the Mother of the afflited, my Enemies are gather- 
©* ed together againſt me, and-I have this only refuge to caſt 
< my ſelf under the ſhadow of your wings, defend me againſt 
* their enterprizes, and;bring them all tgyſhame and confuſi- 
* on. Your Majeſty and Greatneſs, together with the incre- 
** dible ſweetneſs 4 your infinite mercy, have obliged my lips 
* to publiſh the praiſes of no other than of your ſelf. Be 
* you glorified, O moſt amiable Virgin, together with your 
* ſweet Son Feſus, both now and evermore. Give my Soul 
* entrance into Paradiſe, when it ſhall leave the Body, and 
* by your holy prayers deliver me from the dreadful pains of 
* Hell; and let all that is due unto me for my ſins be cancelled 
'*« by your merits. You have been. the cauſe that God took 
< humane Fleſh ppon him, you then'as a Mother can obtain for 
'** us all that which we ask of him. He will pardon us 
© for the love of you —— Remember our humaryty , and 
« grant that we may find grace with you, who art the Foun- 
. dreſs of our Grace and Salvation. 'Stretch forth your hand 
to draw.me out of the/filthineſs of my ſins, and let the great- 
< neſs of your mercy blot out the multitude of my: wo 
< ſupplying by your merits, what.in juſtice I dare not demand. 
* Turn not your face away from.me, for I put my-truſt in you. N 


""_ 


{ 2. Petkion. **{| Yay arethe SanRuary.into.which I £ to xetire 
| ©© I magnifie 


WF 


Speculum Beate Firgini.” 
< I magnifie/you as the Foundreſs of Grace; I will neverceaſe 
** to beſeech you with all my defires, and ions —— until 
**I know that you have beheld me with compaſſion, and gi- 
*© yen carto-my prayers. I will humble my heart before you, 
* for I know that the proud ſhall not be entertained near unto 
Fra Sacred Majeſty —— If you do not undertake our de- 
" » how ſhall we do to appear before Feſus ? — put 
* words into my mouth that I may. worthily praiſe you, ſince 
* the Heavens themſelves ſet forth your Glory, and that all 
©* Creatures call upon you, when they are oppreſſed — as. 


* foon as you extend your hand upon the ſick, they are healed, 


* and the Waves of this troubleſome World are ſoon appeaſed 
© by _ commandment. ——-1 will never ceaſe to praiſe 
* and exalr you with Hymns, Pſalms, and Canticles, but day 
** by day will I render you my Vows. Receive my Soul into: 
** your hands when it ſhall leave this mortal Body, and take 
« it into your proteQtion, for it will be loſt with fear, and will 
© not know to what ſide to turn to fave it ſelf, unleſs under 
'© the ſhadow of your mercy. Obtain for me by your Grace a: 
* place of perpetual habitation, among thoſe who be in Para- 
* diſe, there to enjoy the feliciry, which the Souls of thoſe 
% who have deyoutly ſerved you, do eternally poſſeſs. | O blef- 
<* ſed Virgin, Mother of unlimited Power, adored and. called 
* upon by the Univerſe, give me ſtrength to reſiſt the tem- 
* ptations of my inviſible enemies — - if you ſhould have for- 
* faken me, to whom ſhould I have then repaired, that would 
* have lookedupon me with pity and compaſſion, I willconfeſs: 
** your Name among all Nations, becauſe it is holy—— and 
** will make known to all, the Majeſty of your Greatneſs. 

All the fifteen Peticions in this Pſalter are full of ſuch like 
Devotions: and the laſt of them concludes thus, 


« Be pleaſed with my Prayers, O ſacred Virgin, and may. 


© it pleaſe you not to reject this little Pfalterdedicated to your 

* Sacred Majeſty, a part whereof | will recite before you eve- 

< ry day, to the end you may receive my, Soul into your Boſom, 

<« when it ſhall depart out of this World intoanother Life. 

1 muſt further acquaint you, that this Author who made this 
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probation of the better ſort of Catholicks, 2nd was preſented to 
one of the greateſt Queens of Europe ih its French attire, 

- The Auderpith tells us, that he hath-put the Angels ſaku- 
tation before every Petition, to implore the favour of the Sa- 
cred Virgin, and this he did conformable to the Latine Offices, 
which abound with Ave Maries, though I profeſs I cannot rel), 
why they ſhould convert a pure Salutation , which I. have 
ſhewed conſiſts of common forms of ſpeech, into a form of In- 
vocation. Why ſhould that, which might have been ſpoken 
by the Angel in ſaluting any other righteous perſon be elteem- 
ed ſuch an acceptable Sacrifice of Praiſe to her? and yet the 
Myſtery of the holy Roſary, which we are || told the bleſſed 
Virgin revealed to Dominic [|] muſt be pardoned that I can- 
not add Saint 7] conſiſts in ſaying one Pater noſter, and ten 
Ave Maries at a time, with one Prayer to the Virgin ary, 
after a Meditation upon ſomething that happened,- or that 
they ſay happened to her, and I muſt confeſs, 1 cannot under- 
ſtand,” how any Office, wherein there are ten, or eleven Invo- 
cations of Mary for one Prayer to God, || ſhould be moſt effica- 
cious' for obtaining all favours from bim, and averting all evils 
from our ſelves. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me, 1 
cannot attain unto it, but I muſt for ever be content to be rank- 
ed || among thoſe babes who are to be fed with milk, and not 


.. Tith ſuch firong meat. My ſtomach will not digeſt it, 7 have nor 


been hitherto able to bear it, neither yet am able, nor to beg her in- 
rerceſſion, or hope to obtain the aſliſtance of the, Holy Ghoſt 
by ſaying an Ave Maria to her; I neither underſtand nor be- 
lieve how the repetition'of ghe Angels meſſage can warrant the 
expectation of ſuch bleſſings from God by the Mediation of 
the B. Virgin, nor can | perſwade my ſelf to ſay with the Vo- ' 
taries of Loretto,we fly to your patronage O Sacred mother of Ged, 
deſpiſe not cur prayers in our neceſſities, but deliver us from all 
dangers, O ever-glorious, and bleſſed Virgin. 

| Cardinal Bona a late, and moſt approved Writer of the 
Latin Church tells us, that the Roſary is ſo called, becauſe it 


. is compoſed of 150 Ave Maries, as of ſo many ſweetſmelling 


Roſes ; as if the 15 Pater noſters in it did not ſmell as ſweet as 
they : and though he is oneof the appravers of Mr. de Meaix 
his Expoſition, which ſaith, they only pray-to Saints to pray for 
chem, yet in his || Paraphraſe on the Angels Salatation, he 
faith yery extravagant things of her, and in another place 
prays unto her, as unto a Donor in the following _ 
rot 
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** Protect me, O ſweeteſt Virgin Adary, under the ſhadow of 
<« thy wings, 'and never let thy- name, which flows with bo. 
*/ny;' depart from 'my mouth, and heart, be not-far from me, 
oſt powerful mother of God, becauſe- my-enemies com- 
2 vy me round about. What canl do without thee, 'O bleſ- 
<« {ed Virgin, or what would become of me, if thou ſhouldeſt 
&« turn away thy face from me? When wilt thou come, O moſt 
* ſweet Virgin, when wilt thou appear to thy moſt unworthy 
* ſervant? Thy breath, O Mary, is ſweeter than honey, and 
© the poſleflion of thy love above Gold, and iqus Stones. 
« Let mySoul perceive the ſweetneſs of thy Loye, ahd be al- 
« ways employed in thy praiſes, becauſe thou art my comfort 
* next after God. Haye compaſſion on my Soul, that breaths 
« after. thee, haye a regard unto me, and make haſt to 
** help me. Grant me thy grace, that I may always rejoyce 
*in thee, and after this time of exile, behold thee in glory. 
** My Soul breatheth after thee, as a child doth after the boſom 
* of his mother, O fre me not thou mother of mercy. 


© How vehemently do I deſire to ſee thy face, 0 moſt beautiful Vir- 
& 2in, take me up quickly unto thee, and fulfil my deſire. Who 
<« can forbear loving of thee, O Queen of hearts, and mother 
© of holy love, who can forbear loving of thee? O that all 
* creatures might ſerve thee, and live, and dy in thy loye. 
* Receive my heart O moſt heloyed mother, and offer it with 
* thy moſt holy hands to = moſt holy Son. 1 rejoyce, and 
« exult, O bleſſed Virgin, that God loveth thee above all his 
«<-works,and am delighted with it aboye all things,and I had ra- 
&* ther undergo the pains of hell, than that thy glory, and dig- 
< nity ſhould be the leaſt diminiſhed for a moment of time. 
<* Let all that know thy name, truſt in thee, O Glorious Vir- 
<« gin, becauſe thou doſt not forſake thoſe, that truſt in thee. 
« Let the Light of thy Countenance appear unto me in' my A+ 
© pony, and let thy comfort ( moſt merciful mother) make 
oe glad my pales Soul. 

might here add his Prayers to Saints and Angels in the 
like ſtrain, and his Invocation of the Five wounds of Chriſt ; 
but my preſent undertaking obliges me only to take. notice 
of the extravagant honour, which the Votaries of the-Bl 
Virgin are wont to pay unto her. oh Che 


From Catdinal Bona, I proceed to Ferdinand Salazar for- 


merly Expoſitor of the holy Scriptures in one of the Spaniſh 
Colleges of Jeſuites. This _— wrote an —_ w 
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Foke on the Proverbs of Solomes, Which was licenſe&both in 
ow. and Fraxce ,, and publiſhed at Panis 1637. In his 
ork he hath applied a great part of the Proverbs to the 
Bleſſed Virgin , and tpoken moſt extravagantly of her. He 
. Caith, + That her Kingdom, and juriſdiftion 15 commenſurate to 
that of Chriff®s, by a devalution of the Son's Empire unto the 
Adother ;, That Kings are her Vicrroys, and that 5t is lawful to 
of der, as of him, pea re es Kings 
regs, end Princes degree jud ; by ne Princes rule, and No- 
hies, even all the Judges of the Earth. . 
Be ſaith *, We do not know what to pray for .4 we ought, not 
bow , avd therefare it s moſt for our vmereſt oP to her to 
proy for mi, and 4 ware ſure, and: ready may of finding hety to calt 
upo2 ber than to call xpon Chriſt. For this he cites Av/rlm, and 
faitb it.aifo deems to be the meaning of their Qhureb in ithoſe 
words, That nve., who caunot pleaſe thee by any of aur own atts, 
m_ ſaved by the anterceſſion of the Motber of , Fen, 
faith}, That ather Saints pray but for ſore perſons, but 
ſhe prays for all bywame, and thet the prayers of the Saints £av ob« 
. tain nothing for ww without hers ; That we * owght not anly to pit 
ex Chriſt according to S. Payl, but 80 pur on: acror deng to 
- 8. Bonaventure : and, That 45.6 Garment died in Scarlet becomes 
wore beautiful, when it 1s died agaiv Grain ; ſo the love of 
Gad is made more venuft, and ſplendid by tbe love of the V, Mary : 
That, + there was & kind of emulation , and jealouſie berween: - 
the Holy Ghoſt, and Foſepb, nhich ſhould ado moſt far her, and 
that there xs one fleſh.aud blond of her, and her Son, and that who- 
foever 1n the Holy Euchoreft doth mortbily eat of the one, dath alſo 
partaks of abe other ;, That * br, aud fbe offered ous Holocauſt to 
Geda, aud that if be had mot exprefſed bs omn willingneſs to Fr de 
for 4%, ther wilt bad been 4 ſufficient declaration of it, becauſe he #2 
ſuppoſe to will, wbatſorver ſhe would. 
here is much more ſuch extravagant Stuff in this Expoſi- 
tor, which he fupports by the Authority of Bernard, Bonaven- 
tare, Anſelm, Damaſcen, ani fuchlike Writers. But becauſe 
it is£00 long to be tranſcribed, I paſs 08 to Joby Peckham, for- 
merly Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who at the £8d of the Preface 
tothis Pfalter of the Bleſſed Virgin not yet pripted , pr: 
Uſer's Anſwer her, that ſhe would be pleaſed to releaſe the firv of all a; for 
hy Challenge, whom be prayed, and cauſe bath bjs name, and theirs tobe written 
Þ 455 anabe Bookpf Life. Inthefirit Plalen of it be prayeth ber co 
awake au 20 edit ate ofeer v0 God” Lov, and ie be mage deſde 
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alas hr kingdom, and!all the: nefb axe filled with Peti- 
tions: of the ike nature; _—_ Pawn to-Cardinal 
Bonguentwre, who ſhines in. the Calender of the Latin 
He flouriſhed about. 430 years ſince, when 
in, its Zenith, and/darkneſs.caveredithe face of the. earth. Ha 
waote faveral Frafs: inhonoun of. the Viegin Mary, one alt 
led: the Bleſſed Virgios || micritour, which: is a-moſk extravas | Spcvium 
gant' Para upon the Salntation, wherein he: ap» ble Virginie. 
plics.to the Bleſſed: Virgin in the Myſtery, whatever is, lite- 
rally ſaid of Queen Eſther, and; the: Queen of Shebve in; the 
holy Scriptures. - He obſerves, that her Name ſignifies, Aedy, 
and that it agrees very well' to fo great an Empreſs, who is 
Queen of Angels, Men and Devils, and of thipgs io Heaven, 
thiugs-in:Earth, and things vader the: Earth; andiin the-con- 
cluſion of the Prologue to his 2firrbeur, he thus befpeaks her-: 
O maſt benign, Lady, Mary, acceps. oft this ſmail af, mbsoh try 
poor friend offers up unto thee. 1 ſalate thee with thes little Book, 
upon my bended' knees, and with my bowed head, 1 ſalute thes 
mah heart, and mouth, and-ſay, AV E MA'RI1.4, He com- 
poſed another Office called the Crows of the blefſed Virgin, 
where one of the Orizons preſcribed to be ſaid unto hen, its 
as follows, Q- Empreſs and our: meſt kind . 4 

by the autherity of 4 mother || carm- || Jwe- matris. impira. two dilefifſims 
mand. thy moſt beloved Son aur Lord Feſus file un - - CE ke complain 
Chrift, that he would vouchſafe _ T7 of Cofſend in-contaby de merie. & In- 
ear minds from the lave- of earthly. things Sant. Quin-& ed vencum eft 
unto heavenly deſires. The harſhneſs of ur eriam Chriſtos jam.in+ Ccelo regnans 
this petition is a little qualifie& in ano- marri fbjiciarusz .qyo modo in non- 
ther * Edition thus, Incline the counte- _— ——__——— oo: —_—_— 
nance of thy Son upon us, compel bim: by ety nofire pians ek? ao=— 
thy Py , to bave mercy upon Ks: fine * Pal. Banav, edit;. Pariſ. 1596. 
ers. hich puts me in mind of that: 
ſentence of Anſelm in his Treatiſe of the: Excellence of theB. ' 
Virgin, that more preſent relief is ſomers mes faund: by conmeme- 
rating the name of Mary, than by calling upon the nama off aur- 


Saints, 
Superſtition was 
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Lord Jeſus ber only. San. This. extravagant ſaying: of Anſalanj 
hath. been, ſince uſed:by another of the: Virgins Votavies þ/26:c 
Biſhop Uſer obſerves. [2 *-510 
But to-return to. Cardinal Banavertare, he bath made many | 
other Offices in the Virgins: praiſe, of which, that which he- " 


calls the Pſalten of the bleſſed. Kirgin iv malt: remarkable. It 
na rn rn Dari converted 
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into Forms: of 
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Speculum Beate Virginis,” 
Prayer, and Thankſpgivings, and Praiſes unto her by puttin; 
PR. the place of Lord The firſt verſe of the Oats 
is this,” Deus ultionum Dominu, ſed tu mater miſericordie ad 
miſerandum infleftis , God is a God of vengeance, but thou, O 
"mother of mercy, art inclined to ſhew mercy. At the end of this 
Falter he hath tranſproſed the Hymns of the Church, the 
Benedicite, the Benediftus, and the Te Dewm into her praiſe, 
which begins thus : *© We praiſe thee the mother of God, we: 
© acknowledge thee to be a Virgin, all the earth doth wor- 
© ſhip thee, the Spouſe of the eternal Father, all Angels, and 
© Archangels, all Thrones, and Powers do faithfully ferve 
© thee,to thee all Angels cry aloud, with a never-ceaſing voice, 
© holy., holy, holy 2ary Mother of God — the whole 
© Court of heaven doth honour thee as Queen, the holy 
© Church throughout all the World doth invoke and praiſe 
© thee the Mother of Divine Majeſty, &c. Nay he hath 
alſo - Tranſproſed -the Athanaſian Creed into a form of 
Confeſſion to her honour, and it begins thus : ** Who- 


' ©© ſoever would be ſaved, before all things it is neceſſary, 


*© that he hold a firm Faith concerning Mary ; which Faith 
&©. except every one do keep whole, and undefiled, without 
** doubt he ſhall periſh everlaſtingly ; and then' though her 
Aſſumption into Heaven, ber ſitting at the right hand” of Chriſt, 
and never ceaſing to pray for us, be made Articles of that Creed, 
yet it concludes thus : This ss the true Faith concerning Mary, 


which except a man believe firmly, and faithfully, he cannos be 


ſaved. 
From C. Bonaventure | go on to Arnoldus- Carnotenſis, who 
lived about Five hundred years ago, and wrote an extrava- 


gant + Frat, in the praiſes of the blefled Virgin, in which 
' "he ſaith, that if he had the Tongues of Men, ' and. Angels, he 


could not worthily ſet forth the glory of the holy, and ever-bleſſed 


. Virgin. He ſaith, She i exalted above all Creatures ;, and that 


whoever bows his knee ro Jeſus, muſt alſo fall proſtrate before Ma- 
ry"; he faith, they have both one fleſh, one Spirit, and one love, 
and one glory ;, that ſhe cannot be ſeparated from bis dominion, and- 


- power, and that they both ſtand before the face of God to interceed_ 


for us, and obtain remiſſion of ſins. | 
From Arnoldus, 1 proceed to Bernard, who flouriſhed almoſt 


- Six hundred years ago. He was bred a Monk in a dark Age, 


and his Sermons of the Virgin Mary's aſſumption are full-of 
very extrayagant, and unwarrantable expreſſions. He _ 
27, ” er 
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her che Queen of Heaven, knd Qujtn'of Mercy,” and Lady of al 

things.” He Faith , When ſhe aſcended on bigk, ©. aſs 
? gaye good _ unto men, ſeeing ſhe neither wanted pow- 
? er, nor will; Not — becauſe ſhe was the Mother of 
? God-; nor will, ſe all her Bowels were Charity. 
He talks much about her Coronation, and ſaith, ” That no 
?-man can find out the length, and breadth, and heighth, 
? and depth of her mercy; and that Chriſt beſtows all his 
” gifts and graces through her, and exhorts us to give God 
? thanks, who in mercy provided us ſuch a Mediatrice ;, and 
in ſhort, what apprehenſions he had for her, may be. ſeen 
from a Prayer, which begins thus : ? We lift our hearts, 4 
? andeyes, and handsunto thee, O Queen of- the World; we 

? kneel, and bowe before the Glory of thy Highneſs, and ſend 

up our prayers with ſighs unto-thee'to Heaven. . The reſt 

of the prayer is like the beginning, and towards: the latter 

end of it he hath this expreſſion, ? Speak, O Lady, for thy Son 

? hears, and will grant whatſoeyer thou ſhalt ask. He alſo 

calls her che Stay of Facob, and ſaith, that as without the Body of 
the Sun, there would be no day; ſo without Mary, Maris Stella, 

the Star of the World, there would be nothing but darkneſs, . and- 

the ſhadow of death, * © © 

" There are alſo many ſuch extravagant and unwarrantable 
things ſaid of her, and many prayers directed unto her loo 


4 


4 
. 
. 


Homilies de Tempore upon Chriſt's Nativity, and the Homi 
lies de Santis, eſpecially in that of the Aſſumption falſe 
aſcribed to S. Auguſtin, as the Writers of the Latin Church. 
are forced to acknowledge. - 


I have alſo omitted the extravagant Sayings, and Notions: R 


about her in the School-men , as that of + Gabriel Biel, who f Ex Caſſandro 
ſaith, That the Promiſe of King Abaſhuerns to Eſther, of giving 11 Conſult. de 
her what-ſhe ſhould ask to the half of his Kingdom, was ful- _ & IN 
filled in her, upon whom God beſtowed half of his Kingdom, $5,,gorum. 

whick conſiſts of Fuſtice and Mercy, parting with his Mercy 
to her, and reſerving Juſtice for himſelf. So Suarez faith, 
that her || Grace was greater in the firſt moment-of her Con- || Suarez 3. p. 
ception, than the Grace of the higheſt Angel; and that in the Diſp. 18. 5.14- 
ſecond-it was doubled, and ſo increaſed in Geometrical pro= * 
portion unto her life*s end ; and that ſhe was dearer to God 
than the whole reafonable Creation, and that he loved her 
more than the Univerſal Church. I alfo forgot to tell you of 
the Bible which is made,and printed to her honour,called Biblia 


Marie, 


Amis, in\which molt af the chief paſſages relating ta Gad 
and-Ghriſt in every-Fook of the ras Bible are applied to. her. 


© have ako paſied over the many LegendousStoxies-that are 

t9id of- her x and; to ſhave how-dapgerous is is for men to mag- 
nvhs ber aboxe the condition of an humane Creatuxe, I thinks 

E may tel-you of C. Scribaning, Provincial of the, Belgick I#- 

Ap FEY ſaits, who in-a ſe of Dexatiog to 
tare decker ho OD ble the qc" Ha % ne. 4 Copy of 
There is alſo ſuch a "of in * Latin Verſes, wherein aby 
Gareys his Pia Hilris 2? do a 5, aid, merit of her mulk, to that of 


bis I bave alfo omitted to ſhey 

ply unto her the moſt eminent paſlages of Scri- 
Met ly belong to Cr, penionienly the whole 
aghthChaptepof the Proverbs, which was always underſtood 
. . OF the. Eternal Uncreated: Wiſdom of God, 1 have likewiſe 
7 7 Þr'"ts omitted. to. tell you of the ſeveral mixaculous Victories + ſhe 
murl, P. 11 ms bath given tothat ſide ſhe eſpouſes, as to Phibp King of France 

againſt Ochothe Emperor,to Philip lt Y aloss, and Phulip le Bel a- 
| gainſt the Flemings, to. the Cities of Tawrnay, Ipres, Orleans, 
| and Pes#rers. againſt the Engliſh, and .to the Chriſtians agaiaſt 
the: Tarks, 
| I have alſo omitted their —_ _— in _ there 
— "SNNTOUINE are prayers to S. Foachizn the Father, and to S. Anne the Mo- 
Jul a6. ther of the Bleſſed Virgin, wherein they put * her in 
0 vas celeftis mind of the power ſhe bath by her Daughter, and tell him, 
eratie, Mater || that his Jeſus, and his Dapghter Mary will deny him 
Regina Virgi- : 
nun, memento, 
Mater inclyta, quam potens ts. per filiam. || Brev. Rom. Antiq. Mart. 20. 0 Pater ſunme 7o- 
«him pulle— potes ome ft vis, nibil Nepos Jeſus merito negabit, nil tibi, nats. » 


But you will perhaps fay, that the Lats Church hath laid 
aſide theſe Devotions: God be thanked: far it, and grant the 
happy time may come when ſhe will lay aſide all the.reſt,, that 
I have cited after the example of this truly Catholick, and 
Apoſtolick Church , of which we are Members; but then | 
though ſhe hath laid them aſide, yet ſince ſhe formerly allow- 4s 
* The Author ed, and approved them, ſhe mult, as. a learned * Author ab- =. 
.-— agg Dc- ſepves, be anſwerable for them, till ſhe acknowledges he was 
miſtaken. The rejeting and reforming. of theſe, and 
i; Ao $. 7+ [| other Offices cannot- conſaſh with her preteuſions to Infalli. 
cund. uſum Sarum. Rothom-Edir. &. Bati{de-ibid.S, ScholaMca ibid. S. Potentiana ibid; S+ 4» 
delmus ibid. S. Mertin-B; and Conf. ibid. $. Sabixa.ibid: & 4udotra ibid, bility 
( , » 
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| unto her; and as | ſhewed before, thatthere is nogrou 


that | 
uech ; but then it is obvious tore- 
= That it is one S_ for a Church to be Infallible, and an- 
other" for ber, or others, 20 fay ſhe is (0; nay, I defire 'to 
know if any Church is ever a jot the more Infallible for pre 
tending to Infalkibitity ; or if thoſe men do not aCt rationally, | 
who chuſe to continue under the care of Learned and modeſt 
Phyſtoians, that own themſelves Fallible, rather than commit 
—_— tothofe, whoigive out Bills of this, orthat Infal- 


Tbus have I:ſhew*d-yon from the Ancient ant} Modern .ap- 
proved Authors of the Larin:Communion, how extravagant 
the Votaries of the Bleſſed Virgin/are in the bonours they pay 


them in Scripture : So 1 am fure:there is none-in the Firſt and: 
pure Antiquity:for above Three hundred years, as will ap- 
pear.from the manner, in which the ancient Fathers menti» 
yy his Epiſtle 6s the © ſpeak of her. gs 
in le to the Epheſians, mentions her by 
am ;7 plain 2fery in the hs wn og ſaying, Theſe 
at Myſteries, the Virginity, and bringing forth of Marty,” H wagvwie 
dank of the Lord, were 'conceaÞd from ole Ruler of this Miles », 3 
Walt Fuftin hn yrs who mentions her to-often in his Works, Tac. xe] Or dv- 
hg giving an account of onr Lords Conception, 
icth, — calls her by any greater Title than the. Vir-!, , 
gin, or the Virgin Mary * S. Frenaw mentions her iby no. 3 ©5057 
other name. LF Diony crpſi Alexandrinss calls her the Holp jp. a ad. Paul. 
Virgin Afary, er of God. The Author of the Que- Samolar. 
Jn &c. 7, ey aſcribed to 7ajlis 
, Galls her the | molt kappy'or [Meat rordis *arne Cheifi, 
"Virgin. * Tertallien, whom adverſus Prexeam, adverſus Jod:os. 
om _ + before, calls her -— Prone ED... 
t —_—_ t the Virgin, or Mary, or e Virgin 
he was tempted to Freak magnibrently of her _ Fews, * Ecclef. |. 7, 
and Hereticks. * Origen in his + Eofeb., Ls.c. 
wo Romans calls her the Mother of Gad. + realty | fakd. te 
Aran Bibeg of and the Mother of 'God in another: il. 3. c. 43. 
Biſhop of Alexandria calls her the Mother of God. * {-10lad epiſt. 
S. Arheraſis ſometimes. calls her Aery, ſometimes the guy, one 
Viegia Adeg, ſometimes the Holy Vizgia, ——  ” 258, 
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Mother of God.. And bow far he'was from' calling of 'hee 
Queen of Heaven, &c. | or giving religious reſpeCt unto her, 
TEpad Epid, from other + places. where he ſaith, that She'is our 
b 3. Orar, ſiter, becauſe we are all the children of Adam. " 
cont. Ar. |: Till this time in all Antiquity there is not to be found thie 
leaſt footitep. of Invocating the Virgin, or any other Saint, 
£ / orof giving Religious worſhip to them. Indeed Gregory 
+> eel ' Nazjanzen in” his * Oration upon S., Cyprian, tells us how 
Sire Mactz, + Faftinaſupplicated the Virgin Mary for help,when ſhe found 
ixd]wweor Goy- her Telf aſſaulted by the Magical artifices of Cyprian and the De- 
65ow: veg 3i- vil, but it's evident to any, who is converſant in the wri-' 
yo xarCvrwt- tings of the firſt Three Ages, that there was no ſuch praftice 
_” of Invocating Saints in the time of Cyprian, much leſs before 
the time of his Converſion : and therefore computing the 
time when Gregory ſpoke that Oration, which was after the 
: year 370. and the time when Cyprian is ſaid to have at- 
tempted the Chaſtity of Fu#ing, which muſt have been before 
the rn when he _ _ = cn it 1s _ to be 
1magi that.Gregory ſpoke of Fuſtina's praying to the Vir- 
gin, according to the profiice of the-Age wherein ſhe and Cy- 
prian lived , but according to the prattice of compellating 
Saints, which now firſt began in bis own. 1 call it the praQtice' 
of Compellating Saints, becauſe the manner of calling upow 
* them in Rhetorical Apoſtrophes, and wiſhes, and without 
any circumſtances of religious worſhip, was not as yet, ſtrict- 
ly ſpeaking, come up to | nary and proper Invocation, in a 
ſapplicatory way, with all the ſigns and ſolemnities of worſhip: 
As it is uſual for Painters to draw men, and women of for- 
mer Ages in the garb and dreſles of their own; fo it is not 
unuſual among Writers ( eſpecially for Orators) to relate 
things not according to the uſage and prattice of the times, 
when they were done, but according to the cuſtome of the 
F Dallzus ad- Age and place in which they live, as a very * Learned man 
verſ. Latin.c. hath ſhewed by ſeveral inſtances, that Gregory , and other 
8.p.5!- Writers have done. | p 
This alone were a ſufficient Anſwer to that ſingle inſtance 
out of Gregory, if the ſtory of Cyprian , as he hath related 
it, were credible in the other particulars ; but inſtead of be- 
ing credible, it is highly incredible in all the other particu- 
lars of it, becauſe there is nothing of them in the life of 
: S. Cyprian. written by Pontius his Deacon, who ſaith not one 
word of his being a Magician, or of 7«ftina, or of his attempt- 
: | ing 


Magic Arts before his Converſion, nor of 
' Books after it, eo. : 
r ,* hath as truth 4n-ir, as his 
| her, ce. | Gregory! took them all alike 
/ are all alike to believed. 
1n talking about 


Ly 


ing by way of Adoration unto Saiats, by his 
Rhetorical, and optative Invocations of them at their ſolemn 
tiofis : But how far that was inthe general 
+ fine this religions way of Invocatiag the Bleſ- 
gig (eo or from allowing the lnyocation 
her, by way of Supplication, as part of worſhipþand ſee- 
vice doe unto her; we may leatn Gan Ne PERS who 
flouriſhed at 1s ſame time with. Gregory, the latter 
end of the fourth ; when a certain Sect of women 
meeting together to w i» the Vi in Mary, offered cer- 
tain - bom kg ins; 4" rom mheoce th were 
called - This good Biſhop did burn w zeal 
againſt them, as it appears from his warm way 
, in which he treated them as Hereticks, and kdo- 
lata. * A late Writer acknowledges, 


as Hereticks for offering Cakes unto her, and that in ſo P- 


they Fan ie meaning cieke, pw nded-orton Io 


#3 

ſo enormons 
, as tis I then me- 
RG put to her is ſo too. | ſhould 
| difference between the :ws +, 
nm, But becauſe he fo pens his 
iy on on that that Father cal- 

the account of their oFerin 
hat only hey ried bor aoverbe mature 
to cite him more at 
he hack gns vr oe to make it appeart , that 
the hots Fathen coilie? will reach _ honouring of hor: by 
Prayer, and external Adoration, as well as by onto 
her, and that thoſe who on TSESESS ing to 
the direction of the Latin 4= 
bounds, and , which the 
Church 
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= 46 Speculuin Beate amy 
"Chorch in kis days /pot-to.the honoug-.af the bleſſed Virgin. . 
} Hereſ. 59. + - [After a -ſhartiaccount of the Original; of Idolatry "which 
8. 4 te aſcribes to the Devil, and to the adulterous mind of man, 
which runs from the worſhip of the one God, as common 
Strumpets do from the chaſte eſtate of Matrimony under one 
Housband : he faith, indeed, ** The body of Xary was. boly, 
< but ſhe was not. a deity ;, and ſhe was truly a Virgin, and ag 
(a) Tein ** (a) honourable. Virgin, but ſhe was not propoſed to us for 
in. «:(b) to be worſbipped, 'but; did (c) ber ſelf worſbip him! that 
b) [1g07xu- «« was born of her'own fleſh, and deſcended from Heaven, and 
#% « the Fathers boſom. And then adds, that the Scriptuce-did 
—” © for this cauſe forewarn us by, the mouth of our Lord, who 
(7 0,1 * faid pato her, woman what have 1 to do 
(4) NoulCunm TrearbTIger, S. Aug. © with thee, and he called her womar leſt 
ſairh, Chriſt adore ner hg ed her « 2ny ſhould, (d) think too highly of 
ſear ber Son. D Symb.'l; 2:c. $. Athanaſ. - hn re a 3 ; 
faith, he checkt ber, infant] 17 wy- z' CRETEeDy as it were Propncetying 
Tel, Orat. 4. ddverſ. Arr. Chryſoft. fairh, ** of the Schiſms and Hereſies that 
be LE AI 6/18, 6 ot grits about. berg. gt, none 
pe eo unjeajo , . £9.27 vo $90 T c y too . much, A biring the- Holy 
odbyl. that be chid ber not without bs. . . . 
— pts At me Puts « F Virgin, might fall into. this folly of 
In the fifth Se#. he puts this ſmart queſtion, © Which of 
_ «the Prophets, ſaith permitted any: man, much leſs. a 
(e) Nlerxv-  *© woman tobe (e).worſhi ? Indeed ſhg.js,a choſen, vefll, 
v43%.- '® but-nevertheleſs a woman, who.hath EIT na- 
-© cure, . —_— much-honoured as the, bodies. of- Saints 
\% ar6,: or to more to, her praiſe, as Elzas, who was a per- 
« petual Virgin from the womb, and taken up into heaven, 
« without ſeeing death, .or- as S. Fobn, who lay ia the boſom 
;4 of our Lord, oras the holy. Thecls. But Maryis more to be - 
'* honoured than her, -upon the account of the diſpenſation, of 
e* which ſhe was youchſafeg worthy; But neither is,Elzas to be 
+ NNevoxuyy- & + worſhipped, tho? he never died,nor Fohn, tho? he de ted in 
The. &* fixh a wonderful manner, nor is Thecla, or any: other Saint 
\ * worſhipped. For we are not under the dominion of the old 
Deir. «error to leave the living, God, and ptr his,creatures, 
f « 25 it is written, they, ſerved and: worſhipped the oreature, .be- 
« ſides * [or with] the Creator, and became fools..; For if he 
*NlpeexunT- © will-not let the Angels be * ED much leſs will he 
, & permit/thedaughter of Arne to be worſhipped, who was be- 
« potten, and born, as all other mortals were. | 
- . la the ſeventh Set. ſaith he, *: Chriſt as the Crayon 
| an 


A 
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« 2nd Lord of the affair formed himſelfgf the Yirgio, as | 
the ground, byt not that ſhe handed be worlhupped,, or 
« he intended to make a Dei hex,or that ye ſhould bring 
« offerings to her — be gave hey not ſo much as power to baptize, 
** or to bleſs bis Diſciples, nor to rule upon the earth, but only 
* 79 be an || holy creature, and to be worthy of his kingdom; — | *Ayiaeus. 
* From whence then is the Dragon come again unto us ? how 
4 comes it to paſs that he renews his devices. againſt us, let 
* Mary. be || honoured, but let. the Father, Son, and Holy |'ey r1y3 
bo ele worſhipped. Let no man worſhip Aary. This 1 
« Myſtery is due to no man, nor woman, nor ought the Holy 
4 Angels to. ſhare in this Glory — therefore tho? Mary be 
« moſt.excellent, and holy. and honoured, yet ſhe is not to be 
« worſhipped; / and at laſt concludes thus, that 1 may not ſeem 
« too tedious, let it ſufice to have faid, || let Mary be bo- y*y Mace 3 
** noured, and our Lord worſhipped. Tt}uI,0 xe 


#TxUNSi wu. 
Amnibroſ. 1 3. de Syiv. S. c. 11. Maria erat templum Dei, non Deus templi, & ideo ille ſolus ado- 
randus qui in remp!o. Auguiinus ait, Hoc ctiam ipſos optimos Angelos, & excel- 


lentiſſima Dei miniſteria velle credamus, ut: youm cum ipſis colamus Deum, cujus contern- 
platione beati funr——quare honoramus cos Charirare non ſesvirute, religert nos Religio 
uni omniporenti Deo. Lib. de vera relig. cap. 55. 


I appeal to the Conſcience of any Learned Yatary of the Bleſ- 
ſed Virgin, whether the Chriſtians of the Zarin Communion 
do not give her ſuch Worſhip, as the Greeks expreſs « be yorn 
v«y,which is the very word that Gt mat uſes throughout this 
whole diſcourſe, when he ſpeaks of Worſhiping in oppoſition to 
honouring of the Holy Virgin : and I appeal to the Conſcience 
of eyery unprejudiced Learned man, whether going in Pilgri- 
mage to her, and praying to her in places of Divine Worſhip 
with all the circumſtances of external Adoration with bended 
kneesand hands, and eyes lifted up to Heaven, and before her 
Images, ſolemnly conſecrated to her, deſerve not the name of 
Workſhip,as it is ſignified by rgoox/rner ? Nay,let them tell me 
if praying unto her in a poſture of worſhip for Temporal, or 
Spiritual bleſſings, which none but God can give, and carryin 
her image about in Solemn Proceſſion, while they chant fort 
Hymns unto her, do not anſwer the full import of that word ? 
and whether the holy Father in all probability would not have 
made the ſame diſtinCtion betwixt honouring and worſhipping 
the Bleſſed Virgin againſt theſe ices, that he did agal 
tho Collyridians ? Our Saviour - t the very falling (oo 
2 ore 
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was,at 
- 
| and that the | o'did not allow. the derayy 
' Service of Prayer, and Invocation to be given unto her. yet 
7 ſhe had not cotumepred Queen of Heaven, nor Mediatrice 
| tween Man and God, nor received any Prayers or Addreſſes as 
; '' -a Setvice due unto her; nor fat inthe Temple-of Ged, tho? 
Ji | * 4uguft Tor. 7. de nat. & grat. contra _ > 7 diy, = _ = 
 Pohig. Lidit BariC þ. G1. ® dir im C07, 00s Q JORE B00 
Book dr prrfutione j BE alin { much 2s to doubt whether 
exetiprs nine ron! fi, tur Civif alone: ſhe ever fanned ? While men were thus 
"Ss" © ITE amet Soperſtition to exalt her | 
above the rank, and conditi an humane creature, it hap- <f 
| - pened that Neſterin« Patriarch of Conſtantinople, taught the 4 
* din. yorld, that it way not lawful to call her the * mother of God. 
| his alaro1d the Chriftian world, and made good men afraid, 
4 at A os this nee was ſettin - +1 another 


HH us, Or Sabellins to.u qr rytrer I Chriſt, Upon 
is a General Counci}was called at io the year 431. in 


which Veftorius was depoſed, and his opinion condemned as 
| Heretical, and then in oppoſition to bim, and his followers, 
[ men, as it is natural for, theta to do, began to ran into the 
Hi other extream, and let. their inventions, and fancies take an 
Fi volimited ſcope in maguifying the Bleſſed Virgin. Then they | 
» 3 8 irq n to cal her Lady, to talk of ber immaculate Conception, 
þ ryenuieny 42d afterwards, to aſſert it, which ſeems contrary to the te- 
þ gs 'y % {timony, and opinion of Epiphenins, # who faith, ſhe was be- 
i drbe&ror o5- gotten, as all a men were, of the Seed of man, and the 
| 0 
| 


| 07 a womb of a Wothan. Then they came to afſert that the did 


contrary 
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© her{| Statues torning away in indignation from fome that pray- 
ed Ls her, and to aſſert without any ground in Scripture, 
or pore Antiquity, that ſhe had vowed her Virginity to God, 
before the Anpel Gabriel came unto her, and then came in the 
ſtory of her Afſumprion (which ſeems to me to have been the 
Lſt improvement of her immaculate Conception, and inno- 
cence) contrary to the teſtimony of Epiphanize, who in Hereſy 
68, obſerves ſeveral times, that the Scriptures were ſilear, 
and faid nothing of her death, and that he could not tell whe- 
ther ſhe was dead, and buried, or no, or were yet alive, and 
remained immortal), according to what is written, Rev. 12. 14. 
or whether ſhe died a Martyr, becauſe Simeon told her, a 
Sword ſhould pierce thro? her Soul. He could not determine 
what was become of her, which manifeſtly proves, that her 
Aſſumption was not then the Tradition of the Church. To 
be ſhort, then they began to make ſuch extravagant Orations, 
and. Sermons in her praiſe, as that is, which is foolifhly af- 
Cribed to S. Epiphaniza de landibus B. Maria Vol. 2. p. 291. 
and that, which falſely bears the name of || $. Athaneſins wnder 
the title of a Sermon, pon the Annunciation of the moſt Holy 
Firgin the mother of God. There the Author of it ſaith, that 
as the Son of the Virgin is King and Lord, ſo ſhe by him is 
Queen and Lady; and that the ſtands at his right hand in a 
Veſture of Gold, in a Golden Veſture of incorruption and 
immortality, and then he invokes her in this religious nian- 
ner, Odaughter of Abrabam, and David, incline thine cars 
unto our Prayers, and forget not thy people, nor us who are 
of thy Father's houſe, &c. | 

Thus by degrees, from over-admiring, men came to wor- 
ſhipping the Bleſſed Virgin, and the bounds being once bro- 
ken down, which the Scripture fets to the Praiſe, and Hanonr 
of Creatures, Superſtition never ſtopt, till the Church came 
to have 4 Queen, as well as a King of Heaven, a mother, as 
well as a Father of mercy, and a Medatrice, as well as a Me- 
diator betwixt ſinfal men, and God. 

The Deyotions, and Aﬀertions, which I have cited out -— 

| tne 


" and the Scri » | De carne 
"faith, that when the days of ber ws ons Cortth 

, they brought Feſus to Fernſalem to preſent him to the 
is written in the Law of the Lord, every male that 
epeneth the womb, ſhall be to the Lord. Then alſo they 
began to tell Superſtitious ſtories of her panabng, tad of 
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 4© Speculun Beata Virginie» 
the Offices of the Latin.Church, and her Ancient -and 
- - approved :'Writers area ſufficient proof of this Charge ; : 
1-was the more willing to fet them before you, becauſe ſome 
late Authors bave done all they can to palliate, and diſguiſe 
the Latin worſhip, and turn the beſt. ſide of it outwards; 
. though, God knows, it'bath a very ſtrange appearance, 4s it 
is-mfrepreſented in the beſt dreſs, that Art and Wir can pot 
vpon it. They tell us they pray to the Saints, and by conſe- 
quence to the YV:rgin, * as we pray to our Brethren, who are 
ment to the UuPon Earth to pray with us, and for vs in the name of Feſas 
Expoſition, Chriſt ; but do we pray to our abſent Brethren? does an 
©c.p.12 manin England pray to his Friend in the 1ndies to pray wit 
him, and for him to God in the name-of Chriſt? doth he 
deſire to be heard by his abſent Brothers merits? doth he conſe- 
crate Temples ' andAltars conjunCttly to his, and God's ho- 
nour ? doth he Þut his name with God's in the ſame Prayers, 
and Litanies ? Or doth he conſecrate Images to bim, and 
lace them in Temples, or over Altars, and then pray to 


| Advertiſc- 


kim before any of thoſe Images in the moſt humble wil! wo of 
external adoration? or ſay, and ſing more Prayers, and 
Hymns to him, than to Chriſt himſelf ? Or when men pray 
to any of their Brethren upon Earth, that are preſent with 


them, do they, properly ſpeaking, offer up Prayers unto them, 

as a Spiritual Service, with hands agd eyes lifced up to Hea- 

ven ? or do they give them, ſuch Titles, as the Latine Offices 

f Per Virginem give the Virgin, or tell them of their Merits, || or pray un- 
| Matrem conct- to God in any of their names, and together with their Prayers 
_ -— ha offer up Praiſes, and Thankſgivings to them? I deſire the late 
& pacem. off. APologilts- to Anſwer theſe Queſtions, and then to tell me, 
cium B. M. in Whether indeed. they. only pray to ber to. pray for them to our 
Sabd. common Maſter in the name p fa common Mediator, or Wwhe- 
ther they do no more, than deſire her Interceſſion to God, 

with the ſame mind that we deſire one anothers Prayers ? 

If this be really ſo, how dare they, as I have ſhewn, pray 

unto her to bleſs them, and to beſtow Temporal, and Spirt- 

tual bleſſings upon them , and to preſent their Prayers to 

God; which the Scripture tells us is the proper office of 

Chriſt ? How dare they pray unto God conjunctly through 

her and Chriſt's merits, and joyn his paſſion, and her merits 

es cer a aA ts = —— of ay =p ”_ 
ty are they call her the only hope © 
— era of any of bis Brethren Sinners, || and pray unto God t! agh 
er 
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hes: morigs, and-interceſſion, where they do not mention the 
meci interceſſion of Chriſt > Nay, how dare they give 


praife.to her and the Holy Trinity in the ſame Collett, or + 


pray formally, and abſolutely unto her alone, as unto a Deity 
and offer Candles , and Incenſe, and ſolemn Praiſes , and 
Thankſgivings unto her, which they deſire her to receive 


how mean ſo ever they be, and unequal to her merits? || But y gxpog; 
we are told, we ought ta. underſtand, that 5 what terms ſo- 3a 


ever thoſe prayers are couched, it is the intention of the Church, 
and of her faithful to reduce them always to this form of PR AY 
FOR US. But caa the intention of the Church, and of 
her faichful, aiter the nature of things; or is this decla- 
ration of their intention to be admited againſt the plain 
Licezal,, and Grammatical ſence of- thoſe prayers, wherein 
they pray £o her againſt their own rule, to give chem good 
things, and to. deliver them from evil, and not to deſpiſe theiy 
prayer, but to admit them within the Sanftuary of her Audience, 
which certainly is equivalent to the form of hear our prayer, 
whack they acknowledge to be the proper manner of ſpeaking 
to f 

; Would it not have been more for the honour of that 
Church, which ſtiles her ſelf Catholick,, and Apoſtolick,, and 
a far more Authentical, and Satisfaftory Declaration of her 
intention, to have reformed, or laid aſide ſuch prayers in a 
general Council, and to have condemned all the other Pcay- 
ers and Offices in their allowed, approved, and celebrated 
Writers, who have taught the people to- give the Virgin Di-' 
vine. Titles, and pray unto her in the ſame ſtile, that Fews, 
and. Chriſtians Pray unto God. How can we truſt our Souls, 
os the Souls of aur Children in ſuch-a Church, whoſe Church- 
men are fain to make ſuch an Expoſition of. her Liturgical De- 
yotions, as is not without violence reconcileable to the Let- 
tex of them, and which till lets ſa many Boaks, and Offices 
be recommended to her people, that are abſolutely contra- 
dittory to this late Expoſition, which for many good reaſons, 
elſewhere given, we cannot admit for a fixt and Authentick 
Expoſition of the Latin Church, 

Wherefore my Brethren of this truly Catholick, and Apo- 
ſtolick Church of England, let us take care to keep within 
the bounds and limits, which oor pure and holy Mother, at- 
ter the example of the Primitive Church , hath ſer to the 
praiſe, and honour of the bleſled Virgin. Let us chearfully 7 

an 
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* ys 
and reſpettfully give her the honoutuble Titles 6f Holy;' 
ap tao 'o | Virgin z and call her wi 
the Holy, and Bleſſed Mother of: God :- Nay, let us for 
fake po as far as we can with our fellow-Chriſtians of the" 
tin Communion, fo we go with caution, and circumſp in 
honouring of this Glorions Saint. Let us acknowledge with 
them, that ſhe is to be honoured above all Saints ; but let us 
not honour her with Religious honour, -nor pray unto her ei- 
ther asa Donor, or as an Interceſfor in the preſence of God. 
Let us acknowledge with them her perpetual Virginity, a& 
cording to ancient Tradition; and if it will gain, or oblige 
any of them, let us not oppoſe them in the opinion they have, 
that ſhe promiſed, and vowed her Virginiry to God; for if 
is an innocent Opinion, though it is mn and hath no 
gronal in Scripture, or Primitive Antiquity. In 'a word; 
et us admire her ſingular Purity and Holineſs, though'we ' 
4s. Serm. p.5- cannot admit her || Imocence. Let us give her all the honour 
that is dve to ſo great a Saint; but not one jot more than is 
allowed to a Creature ;, and if by doing ſo much, and ng more; 
you offend on the left hand, and on the right, the offer 
will be taken, and not given; but if by refuſing to do fo 
much you offend, the offence will be given, to both Churches, 
and that will be a great offence. To conclude, let us always 
mention her with reſpet ; let her Name ſtill perfume the Air 
like precious Ointment ; jet vs celebrate her great Virtues ; 
let vs keep her Feſtivals, -as it becomes true Sons of the Pri- 
mitive Church of England; let us imitate her bleſſe# Ex- 
ample, and thank God for the benefit of it ; let us endea- 
your, as ſhe did, to hear the Word of God, and keep it, 
and to do the will of our Heavenly Father , and then we 
ſhall all become [ Keyageuire ] high favourites of- Heaven, 
even the” Mother, and Siſter, and Brethren 'of Chriſt; Ts 
whom with the Father, and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed by the 
univerſal Church, all Worſhip, Adoration, Majeſty , and De- 
aninion both now, end evermore. AMEN. 


FINTS. 
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